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VINTAGE MESSENGER 

O F F I C I A L  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  R O C K Y  M O U N T A I N  V I N T A G E  R A C I N G  
 
  

VOL. 35 No. 5 Editor: John Mihalich, Jr. 
  messenger@rmvr.com May 2026 

Board Meetings will be typically held the 3rd Wednesday of the month, 6:45 to 8:30 PM, (New Time). The Board Meeting location is: 
Various locations & via teleconference 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: RMVR c/o Kristi Burdett, RMVR Administrator 

Mailing: 431 S. Kalispell Way #203  Aurora, CO 80017     phone (303) 319-3062 email- admin@rmvr.com 

Mark your calendar! 
Plan to join us for this year’s 

16th Annual RAKC event: 

September 26-27, 2026 
Our annual RAKC event is always one of the largest, 
most fun events in vintage racing.  Don’t miss it! 

 
Thanks to RAKC’s fantastic 2025 fundraising, 
Children’s Hospital Colorado oncology lab was able 
to purchase a variety of much needed lab equipment 
and specialized machines (including a replacement 
laser for their FlowCyte machine that recently blew 
up) that allow researchers to continue making strides 
in developing new and better treatments for kids 
battling cancer. 

Board Meeting Information 
 

Next Board Meeting: 
Hybrid Meeting Wed., May 20, 2026 

In Person:  
Morgan Adams Foundation Offices 

5303 East Evans Suite 200 
Denver, CO 80222 

Online: Zoom 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88255927719?pwd=dXhH

Yi9PZ0pGRlF0SmFJaTJJbllCZz09 
Meeting ID:  882 5592 7719 

Passcode: 226083 
6:45P to Approx 8:30P 

 
Alternately, if you do have the Zoom application, you can 
join the meeting from within your Zoom app using the 
meeting's Meeting ID: 882 5592 7719 and Passcode: 
226083 
Please note meeting ID and Passcode now DOES NOT 
change every month. 
** Quick Note—Board meetings will typically be held on 
the 3rd Wednesday of the month. ** 
 

 

New Members 
 
RMVR wishes to announce the following new 
members!  Welcome to each of you.  We hope you 
will take full advantage of your membership, all the 
club activities, and the camaraderie of your fellow 
members.   Please help us in welcoming these fine 
Vintage Racers!  
 
● Cheryl V Chase - Golden, CO 
● Ronald Clark - Pagosa Springs, CO 
● Lang Schuler - Telluride, CO 
● Lang Schuler - Telluride, CO 
● Kent Prather - Wakarusa, KS 
● Robin Newton - Como, CO 
● Jerry Stoughton - Albuquerque, NM 
 

Vintage MG Racers 
Vintage MG Racers Announces a Grand National Focus 
race for 2026 smack in the middle of the country, at High 
Plains Raceway, about an hour from Denver. Rocky 
Mountain Vintage Racing and The Morgan Adams 
Foundation are working hand-in-hand with MGVR to host 
us with their RMVR - Morgan Adams Foundation Race 
Against Kids’ Cancer vintage weekend, next September 
26-27, 2026. We’ll have an MG only race class, an MGVR 
paddock area and a ton of social events for the weekend. 

mailto:messenger@rmvr.com
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Vintage MG Racers 

Vintage MG Racers Announces a Grand National 
Focus race for 2026 smack in the middle of the 
country, at High Plains Raceway, about an hour from 
Denver. Rocky Mountain Vintage Racing and The 
Morgan Adams Foundation are working hand-in-
hand with MGVR to host us with their RMVR - 
Morgan Adams Foundation Race Against Kids’ 
Cancer vintage weekend, next September 26-27, 
2026. We’ll have an MG only race class, an MGVR 
paddock area and a ton of social events for the 
weekend. 

Survey Results 
August La Junta Race  
  
Thanks to all parties for responding to the 
survey on running an August race in La 
Junta this year.  
 
Unfortunately, we only had 26 drivers 
who were able to commit to participate, 
which would leave us with small run 
groups and a significant financial 
shortfall.  As a result, at the last Board 
meeting, the decision was made to not 
pursue a race in La Junta this year.   
 
It is clear our members do have an interest 
in racing at La Junta in 2027 and beyond. 
Some of the clearest feedback we received 
was that August was not a great time for a 
race in La Junta. Some respondents were 
concerned about damaging their car (and 
missing RAKC) and others felt that an 
October race would have nicer (cooler) 
weather.  
 
Going forward, our goal for 2027 and the 
future is to work out the logistics of a fall 
La Junta race. Most members hate to see 
races drop off the schedule and we all 
want to continue to support the tracks and 
communities where we race in Colorado.  
We are also not far off the mark, La Junta 
is fairly inexpensive so we 'only' need 35-
40 drivers to break even next year, which 
we believe will be achievable with a move 
to October. 
 
Thanks again for your participation in 
RMVR--we look forward to a great 2026! 
  
Chris Bair 
President 

Steve Mercer 
A Celebration of Life 

Save The Date 
 

 
 
Karla Mercer invites anyone from RMVR 
who would care to join her for an 
approximate 1-hour celebration of life 
service for Steve Mercer on Friday July 
31st at 5:30 p.m. at HPR.  All who raced 
with Steve understood how very 
committed to and appreciated by the 
racing community he was in recent years, 
so the family felt it was fitting to hold his 
celebration of life service at one of his 
favorite racetracks with his favorite race 
club.  The celebration will be open to all 
of Steve and Karla’s friends both within 
and outside of the racing community.  The 
Mercer family hopes you may join them 
to celebrate Steve’s life. An invitation 
will follow at a later date. 



2026 May Classic and Drivers’ School 
@ High Plains Raceway 

May 15-17, 2026 
 

 

 

Time’s running short to register for the High Plains May Classic and 
RMVR’s Competition Drivers’ School. May 15-17 aims to be a 
weekend of great vintage racing and camaraderie. And when 
Saturday’s racing is done, there’ll be brats and polish sausage on 
the grill, served with the usual sides. Beverages too of course-both 
leaded and unleaded. All are welcome.  

Friday and Saturday are also movie nights. Tom Penewell plans to show the recent F1 one 
evening and the classic Grand Prix the other. You don’t want to miss out!  

For additional info and to register, please select one of the following links. We look forward 
to seeing you at High Plains Raceway May 15th-17th. 

Racers – click  RACE WEEKEND to register 

Students and Instructors – you’ll want to click COMP SCHOOL to register 

Volunteers – this event can’t happen without you. Please click  VOLUNTEERS to register 

https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/2026-high-plains-may-classic-raceway-rocky-mountain-vintage-racing-466773
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/2026-rmvr-drivers-school-high-plains-raceway-rocky-mountain-vintage-racing-341113
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/2026-rmvr-may-classic-school-volunteer-sign-up-high-plains-raceway-rocky-899712




 
 

Rocky Mountain Vintage 
Racing Presents 

Join us in celebrating American Muscle and some 
Good ole’ American fun on and off track! 

 
*Celebrating America’s 250th birthday* 

Guy and Norm Duo acoustic band 
*BBQ supper Saturday* 

SIGN UP NOW!!  
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Board of Directors Meeting Minutes, April 15, 2026 

Hybrid (Morgan Adams Foundation + Zoom) Online: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88255927719?pwd=dXhHYi9PZ0pGRlF0SmFJaTJJbllCZz09 

Meeting ID:  882 5592 7719 Passcode:  226083 6:45P to Approx 8:30P 
 

Call to Order: President Chris Bair 6:49 PM                        
1. Roll Call 

X Chris Bair – President  X Chris Bair - President Elect 
   Bill Fleming - Past President  X Jon Whiteley—Treasurer 
X Brad Zieg—Secretary X Sean Beever 
X Luke Brewbaker  X Matt Christ 
X Nial Irwin X Christy Hopkins-Hayes 
X Steve Murphy X Justin Lotspeich 

 
2. President’s Opening Remarks  
• Thanks for all the early versions of the Chief’s reports and Race Chair reports!  
• Working to reduce meeting length  
• May ask folks to use “Inform, Discuss, Decide” framework to help manage expectations and time.  
• Excited about Pueblo!  
 
3. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes—March 17, 2026 Minutes - Brad Zieg   
 MOTION to accept by Nial Irwin, 2nd Steve Murphy: PASSED unanimously. 
4. Treasurer’s Report – Jon Whiteley – Profit/Loss Y-T-D = (18,025.45) Account Balance = $108,354.45 
 
5. Chiefs of Specialties Reports  
 

Chiefs of Specialties Reports 
POC REPORTS 

Chief Steward - Chad Wight 1. Driver penalties from RAKC fiasco are being worked off by some. 
2. Plans to improve driver awareness include Drivers' Meeting request for 
random drivers to tell the meaning of a flag; flag drill during non-competition 
track time to familiarize drivers with what to do in real time; continued 
vigilance between Control and Corner Marshals regarding track conditions 
and flag response. 

Flagging and Communication 
- Christy Hopkins-Hayes 

Pueblo has the following numbers signed up: 
Corners 7 + Track Workers 5 (not confirmed yet) = 12. Grid – 2. T&S - 3 
(Austin Saturday only). Tech – 2. Grid – 2 (do we need 3? Control - 2 
Hotel: Econo Lodge w/ Indoor pool! 4615 N Elizabeth St 
I will pay for the hotel and people who owe 1⁄2 for a room by themselves 
will pay me. 

Pit and Grid - Michael Drury  
Starter - Patrick Fay & Aurther 
Sntomango 

 

Marketing & Midea  



4 

 

IT—Austin Fay  I would like to suggest a couple actions regarding IT. 
1. There is a way to lower the cost of Google Workspace. If we downgrade to 
the "Business Starter Plan" and switch to annual billing, we can save 58% on 
Google Workspace. Since we're not using the majority of Google 
Workspace's 
features, I think this would be a smart move. 
2. I would like to collect and consolidate credentials for any important RMVR 
related accounts. The best approach for this is to start using a password 
manager (my favorite is Bitwarden) which allows us to securely store and 
share credentials for various sites. The team plan for Bitwarden is 
$4/user/month, but we don't necessarily need user accounts for everyone. If 
you own or have access to an important RMVR internet account, please let 
me know so I can start creating a vault with credentials. 

RMVR Webmaster – Austin Fay All registration links are live on the website, except for the La 
Junta/Hastings race. 

Timing & Scoring - Austin Fay  No major updates here. 
CAMA - Bob Darcey Corner light system: HPR will be switching from the present Race America 

corner light system to Flagtronics after this season. Race America was 
reported to be closing but then sold to IHRA. It appears that they will be 
directing their products toward drag racing, and in Glenn's judgement, 
Flagtronics offers a better product for road course racing. The system will 
support in-car monitoring, a feature that is now being required by some 
clubs. The system will be installed after the 2026 season has ended. 
Repaving: As I reported in November, we have been evaluating a slurry 
coating system that would extend the life of the current asphalt. That system 
is now scheduled to be applied starting May 26th, completed by May 29th 
and allowed to cure until June 5th. Striping will be refreshed during the cure 
period. 
Garage and Storage Building Project: I described last November the 
frustrations we continue to encounter with the Arapahoe County building 
permit process. Nothing has changed. [President Bair offered RMVR to assist 
with permitting if needed]. 

Administrator - Kristi Burdett Will walk through the MSR process on the board call (agenda item, below). 
Event Social - Fred Visci Hopkins will help Fred 
CDI - Nathan Down Driver’s school is 5 weeks away. We have 7 students currently entered (4 

production, 3 Open wheel) and 11 instructors. The limit for students is 15. 
Leo Ahearn (assistant to CDI) and I are finalizing the student/instructor 
pairings along with getting ready to email out to the students their DS 
packets next week. This will also include the prerequisite questionnaire to 
ensure they are reading the literature we send them. Event chair for DS is 
also marketing the event to hopefully bring in some more students. 

Tech - Charlotte Roadcap No updates from tech, spring annuals seem to be going smoothly, and 
everyone is geared up for the upcoming season. 

Van & Equipment - Fred Visci Hopkins will help Fred. Fred needs a van assistant at the track for set up and 
shut down. Fire extinguishers are serviced and filled after Fire Rescue School. 

Eligibility - Justin Lotspeich 1. Logbooks: We have not received any new logbook applications in the last 
month. Logbook applications seem to be down this year compared to 2025. 
2. April Pueblo Vehicle Eligibility (not to be confused with Tech 
requirements): As of 4/9, all cars registered for the race appear to pass 
vehicle eligibility. Two VMC guests are registered. There are no special 
Exhibition cars registered requiring chair approval. Rumor has it there is 
another Shelby Daytona joining RMVR Soon. 
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3. Eligibility Expansion for HPDE-type Program: The ad-hoc committee of 
Brad Zieg, Eric Schakel, Lynn Fangue, and I met on April 2 via Zoom and 
discussed my proposal for a HPDE-type program, now called the 
Performance Driving 
Program (PDP). Charlotte Roadcap was unable to attend but provided 
written feedback. The committee concluded that the club's marketing and 
volunteer situation are not sufficient to make use of a formal program and 
that, as an alternative, event chairs can work to pull in new interest at public 
Friday open- lapping when RMVR does not rent the track exclusively for its 
members. Eric is interested in doing so at the April Pueblo race and will 
update the BoD on his plans. I have uploaded the revised proposal to the 
Eligibility Google Drive folder where it may be picked up by the board or 
another committee in the future, if desired. The work of this committee is 
concluded, and I thank the volunteers for their time and effort. 

Messenger - John Mihalich Please get your content submitted as close to the 1st of the month as 
possible. Put a reminder in your phone that alarms 3 days before the 1st to 
remind you to get your content in. If you have content in the current issue, 
review your content early in the rev cycle. Big changes in content or 
revisions at rev 3 or 4 creates issues for the Editor. If you have one of the 
regular Corners, Messages, shoot for a full page of content or multiple full 
pages. Constant Contact has 1200 recipients for VM. 

VMC - Bob Alder October 24, 2026 in-person meeting is in Burbank, CA. followed by a trip to 
Petersen Automotive Museum. Bob is looking for help with his baggage – 
those interested in VMC activities are encouraged to contact Bob. 

Social Media - Sean Beever 
(Interim) 

RMVR Admin Kristi Burdett now also has access to the Facebook pages, 
making a total of 3 of us with access; Luke Brewbaker, Kristi, and myself. 
Luke was able to get the Instagram account from Kyle Popejoy, so we now 
have limited access to that. The reason I say 'limited' is because it is not yet 
tied to the RMVR Facebook pages. The reason for this is due to the fact that 
Eric Ladner (or perhaps Tristan) still has sole ownership of the RMVR Meta 
Business Portfolio, and we need access to that to tie the Instagram account 
to the Facebook pages. All that said, we can log into the account and post 
things, it just has to be done separately from Facebook for the time being. 
I have reached out to Eric Ladner via email so we can get the business 
portfolio ownership transferred, but I have yet to receive a response. 
Moving on, I recommend that the various race chairs reach out to Luke, 
Kristi, or myself if they would like things posted on Facebook and/or 
Instagram to promote their races. Please don't ask us to go digging for 
details on your event; we request that race chairs provide dates, times, and 
any topics they would want highlighted in social media posts (dinner/food 
provided, entertainment, etc.). Preferably, we would like the race chairs to 
provide the entire copy of the desired Facebook posts with pictures/flyers, 
etc. Big shout out and thank you to Luke who has done a great job of getting 
the recent posts out there on Facebook. 
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6 Special Order Discussions and Upcoming Events 
 

Special Order Discussions and Upcoming Events 
Race Chair Report 

Spring Thaw (April PMP) - Erik 
Shakel 

Per Erik, registrations are picking up in general. For production 
cars, in view of the low entries in Mid/Big Bore (2 as of today), Eric 
Schakel and Chad would like to combine all production cars for the 
Pueblo Race. I remember the Enduro races from yesteryear at 
Pueblo and it was a good time for all with no more incidents than 
a typical event. Track rides after racing with corner 8 gates closed. 
Chad, if I can talk my band into playing for free, we will provide some 
entertainment to go with a trackside dinner if 
we have it. Quieter music during dinner – louder for dancing after dinner. 

May Classic & Drivers School 
(May HPR) - Jon Whitely 

All on track for May Race. With just a little over a month to go, we 
certainly, need many more registrations. I will know by meeting time 
how the T-shirt come-on fared. 

Steel City Thunder (June PMP) - 
Marie Stiles 

Event planning is going as expected. Live on MSR now. Heavier promotions 
will be after the Spring Thaw Race United States 250th birthday theme 
American muscle will be highlighted for race cars 
BBQ with hamburgers and hotdogs with sides and fixings for everybody. 
Guy and Norm Duo https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EoVFm5-dCBQ 
They will play from 1830-2030 acoustically while being quieter 
during supper so people can converse (this has been a theme with 
any band and “it’s too loud” complaints around the paddock). 
They will turn it up after supper for folks to dance and hang out. 

Colorado Grand Prix (July-Aug 
HPR) - Nial Irwin 

Have written up event description for MSR and any Constant 
Contact blurbs, have forwarded to Admin Kristi for MSR, Austin 
Fay for the website, and Luke Brewbaker for Facebook (who passed 
it along to Sean Beever I believe because I messed up who I sent it 
to.) -I made the choice that the Saturday dinner will be by ticket 
purchase through MSR for driver and family members (Volunteers 
eat free of course). This will allow us to have an accurate head 
count for food (my guesstimate for last year was about 5 people 
short), as well as mean that it does not come out of RMVRs pocket. 
Two birds with one stone. Should be $21/person, according to 
HPRs order form. -Flyer is sent to Kristi, Austin, and Luke as well for the 
various platforms. -I do not think we will have music on Saturday evening. 
We did not last year due to budget/timing, and nobody seemed to complain. 
Everyone got to "enjoy" each other’s company instead! I do have a 
band on deck should we decide to, but...they are not really for the 
age demographic RMVR has... 
-Normal Run Groups will be used, no 6th group will be needed 
-Normal Entry Fees will be used, as far as I know, Jon can weigh in 
on that one, but I do not see why the "Standard Rate" shouldn't 
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apply -Will be coordinating with Leo Ahearn on his list of "invitational 
fast formula" cars to try to boost numbers 

La Junta (August LJ) - TBA Will discuss survey results and make go/no-go decision on 4/15 
Race Against Kid's Cancer (Sept. 
HPR) - Kelly Nichols 

Status for RAKC: we will have another meeting the third week in 
April, but right now registration is live, we are working on paddock 
space and how to support the MGVR group coming in. We will 
have live music Saturday, and the MG group will also be doing 
something for our Friday night dinner. Speed Lab will have the 
trailer out again for SIM racing throughout the weekend as well. 
Much of this is still in discussion, but all links for lapping days and 
registration are live. We are still a bit far out, but as more details 
become available, I’ll keep you posted. 

 
7. Unfinished Business 8. New Business 
● President Bair suggests using HPDE to generate new members – he likes to fish where the fish are. 
• Banquet: Is it time for a change? Date, Location, Format -- Jon Whiteley 
• Success Plans (President Elect, Treasurer, et al) -- Jon Whitely & BoD 
• Medical Update -- J.P. Thompson Needs more discussion. Committee: J P chair, Christi H-H, Kristi B and Marie S, Brad Z. 
• MSR Registration Status and Process -- Kristi Burdett  

Cars are to be registered for races in their class. The template is fixed going forward. Thanks to everyone who 
reached out to help. 

• Van/Trailer Discussion -- Initial Impressions – Fred Visci 
• Mentor Program – Jon Whiteley 
• 2026 La Junta Race -- Go/No-Go - Chris Bair 
 26 drivers answered positively to poll, 42 negatively. RMVR needs 45 cars at LaJunta to break even for weekend. 
 It is reorganized that the club likes LaJunta and its management. Perhaps next year after RAKC. 
• Decals Honoring Steve Mercer – Nial Irwin & John Mihalich John will call to obtain stickers prior to Pueblo race. 
• Steve’s Car at Future HPR Event (Pace Car, Display, etc.?) – Chris Bair This is in the works, Jamie Stiehr and others are 
working to coordinate the correct venue/timing. 
8. New Business 
• Marketing/Advertising/Outreach – Nial Irwin, Brad Zieg, Chris Bair Chris a targeted approach is needed. HPDE will 
capture more people. RMVR to wrap social media into this effort. 
• Closing Speed Discussion – Brad Zieg Timing on MSR – Jon Whiteley 
9. Open Discussion 
Motion to adjourn Matt Christ 8:39 PM 
Next Board Meeting:   May 20, 2026 – Hybrid: Morgan Adams Foundation and Zoom 

 
*  
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May 2026 President's Message 
RMVR Family, 

The Ice Breaker Grand Prix was a great start to the 2026 racing season! We were fortunate to have great 
weather, nice track conditions and a very well-run event led by our race chair, Eric Schakel.   

Next up are the Marvelous May Races and Driver’s School at High Plains Raceway on May 15-17th. Click 
Here for more information:  May 15-17, 2026 - High Plains May Classic and Driver School – High Plains 
Raceway - Rocky Mountain Vintage Racing.  

As I said in last month’s newsletter, the RMVR board is prioritizing “marketing” our club by increasing the 
awareness of RMVR in our communities.  We’ll be looking for events that attract folks who are already excited 
about motorsports with the hope of sharing what makes RMVR special with them. One of the many 
smart things Eric Schakel did as our Pueblo race chair was to reach out to the non-RMVR folks that 
were participating in Open Lapping on Friday of the event.  He showed up early and shared informational 
flyers about our club and our driver’s school in May with the folks driving track cars and ended up 
having some great conversations.  

As we are looking to grow club membership, reaching out to folks who already possess the love of cars and 
the desire to get around a racetrack quickly is a no-brainer!  I remember when I was first going to Open 
Lapping sessions and feeling the desire to walk over and talk to the “real” race car drivers at the track but 
feeling nervous about approaching them.  Now that I am part of the club, it’s become obvious that our members 
love chatting with people who are interested in volunteering and racing and sharing the RMVR story with 
them.   

Fun Volunteer Opportunity: On the subject of community outreach and awareness, there is a great opportunity 
to help support a great charity, show off your race car and help attract new volunteers and drivers at the 43rd 
Annual Colorado Concours d’Elegance & Exotic Sports Car Show on June 7th at Arapahoe Community 
College from 9 AM to 3 PM. Go to Colorado Concours | Ability Connection Colorado for more information 
about the event and about Ability Connection Colorado, the charity the Concours d’Elegance event supports.  
This is a great chance to support RMVR and a great charity that helps educate at-risk children within our 
community! Bob Alder is helping to coordinate participation and is looking for volunteers to bring cars to the 
event that will represent each of the run groups.  At time of publishing, Bob’s looking for Formula Vee, Mid-
Bore, Big Bore and larger Formula cars to sign up for the event (plus other folks who are interested, of course). 
This is a great chance to show off your car and help find more members for our great club.  If interested, please 
contact Bob him at r.alder@earthlink.net or at 303-981-6364.  

On a practical note, please sign up early for races and events (now posted on MSR). Early commitments help 
the club, save you money, and come with no downside. 

Looking forward to seeing you all at HPR! 

Chris Bair 
2026 RMVR President 
president | rmvr | com 



Chief Steward’s Report  04-27-26  
“The Spring Thaw” Race at Pueblo was a good warm-up for the 2026 season.  Only 55 cars 
made the event and volunteers to run it were fewer than desired.  But Race Chair Eric 
Schakel maximized track time by offering five 20-minute races sessions plus 20 minutes of 
Warm-up and 20 minutes of Qualifying for a total of 2 hours and 20 minutes of track time.  
Racing was very competitive within groups.  Saturday night dinner was Nachos followed by 
a choice of the “F1” movie or the live band, “Boomer Rock.”   

Group 1, the Production Car Group, included all “covered-tire” cars.  Jonathan Lane had the 
most wins.  Peter/David Jones had several 2nd and 3rd place finishes.  Daren Schauls in the 
lone V8 had 2 wins and a 2nd.  There was one minor incident as Fred Cordova tagged Lynn 
Fangue and both spun.  Damage was minor and both drivers were allowed to continue. 

Group 2 was comprised of “wide exposed-tired” cars, including Formula Fords and Fast 
Formula cars.  Nathan Down had the most top finishes with Steve Morrison close behind.  
Also in the top 3 during the weekend were Levi Zeidlhack, Jamey Schuler, and Seth Letterley.  
This group had some close finishes with the top 3 or 4 cars finishing within 1 second.  There 
was one minor incident as Ronald Clark made tire contact with John Mihalich and went off 
track at Corner 9.   

Group 3 was pure Formula Vee “narrow exposed-tired” cars.  Nick Hill had 5 top 3 finishes 
including 3 wins.  George Curl and Andy Gould each got a win.  Jess Valentine scored 3 2nd 

place finishes with Jack Penley, Berck Nash, and Scott McDaniel each getting a 3rd.  This 
group also had close finishes with 3 or 4 cars crossing the line within 1 second. 

There was one injury accident that occurred during a tow.  We wish Lori Bush-Engel a quick 
recovery from her arm injury.   

Only 2 weeks until the Spring Race/Drivers’ School at HPR.  Get your entries in for the Early 
Bird discount.  Also, Assistant Race Stewards are needed for several races this year.  Please 
contact me if interested.  

Respectfully, 

Chad Wight 
719-290-0464  
  



Driver Sanctions (updated April 27, 2026) 
Event Name  Incident Penalty Remaining    

Notes 
Pueblo 
04-25-26 

Fred Cordova Minor contact 1-event probation 

HPR 
09-28-25 

Jim Cambon 2 flag violations resulting in 
contact 

  
4-event probation 

HPR 
09-28-25 

Gerry Tussing Flag violations & lack of 
situational awareness 
(multiple) 

1-event suspension  
+ 4-event probation 

HPR 
09-28-25 

Mike Kunz Flag violation resulting in 
contact 

  
4-event probation 

HPR 
09-28-25 

Allen Letterly Flag violation 2-event probation  
 

HPR 
09-28-25 

Seth Letterly Flag violation & lack situational 
awareness resulting in #3 M2M 

  
3-event probation 

HPR 
09-28-25 

Steve Morrison Flag violation  1-event probation 

HPR 
09-28-25 

Jared Letterly Flag violation 1-event probation 

HPR 
09-28-25 

Neil McCready Flag violation resulting in 
contact 

2-event probation 

HPR 
09-28-25 

Mike Ries Flag violation  
Resulting in contact 

2-event probation 
 

HPR 
09-28-25 

Steve Marino Class 1 M2M 2-event probation 

HPR 
08/31/22 

Lynn Fangue Class 3 M2M; #11 (OAD) 1-event probation 

Pueblo 
06/24/23 

Robert Ewers Class 1 OAD causing damage 
to another car 

1-event probation 

HPR 
08/04/24 

Tom Ragonetti Class 2, Lack of Sit. 
Awareness causing minor 
damage 

3-event probation 

Pueblo 
06/26/25 

Zane Myers Class 2 M2M minor 2-event probation 

HPR 
05/17/25         

Bob Hancock Class 3 M2M minor    
OAD               
 

 
1-event probation 

HPR 
05/17/25 
 

Pete Sabeff Class 3 M2M minor; 
Lack of sit. awareness; 
Unauthorized track entry; 
Ignoring black flag 

 
2-event probation 

Key: OAD= Over-
Aggressive Driving 

M2M= Metal-to-Metal Class 1,2,3,4 = Level 
of severity 

See Operations Manual, Appendix J: p.46-47 for penalty details.  In lieu of penalty, drivers are 
invited to volunteer as Corner Marshals for one or more weekends.  To be properly credited, a 
driver must sign up, show up, and report to the Race Steward.   

04-27-26 



Please thank and support our 

2026 
Event Tech Sticker Sponsors 

High Plains May Classic & 
Drivers’ School 

 

Spring Thaw Grand Prix 

 

Bare Bones Racing 
Campaigning 

Fine English Motorcars 
from the  

Frontier of America 
Specializing in the Lesser 

Lotus Formula Cars 
 

 
Colorado Grand Prix 

Featuring … 
 

 
Pueblo Steel City Thunder 

 

 
KELLY NICHOLS 

303-550-3227 |  Email  
8500 W. Bowles Ave, Suite 100, 

Littleton, CO 80123 

 

 
THE Race Against Kids’ 

Cancer 

 
A tiny sub-division of Fab-Tek. 

FAB-TEK 
Everything MG  

MG Parts - CNC Services 
Technical Resources -Coaching 

 
 

 
Tumbleweed Sprints 

X Last 

One! 

tel:303-550-3227
mailto:kellynichols@remax.net
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JOIN THE DISCUSSION 
 

 
 
RMVR is launching a new and 
improved forum! This new platform is 
the place for all new RMVR discussions 
and real-time updates during race 
events. Sign up for a free account today 
at https://forum.rmvr.com. 
 

Help Wanted @ RMVR 
 
RMVR finds itself with a need to fill mission critical 
positions: 
 
Treasurer- RMVR will be looking for a candidate to 
take over for Jon Whiteley at the end of his current term.  
Investigate the position before making a commitment in 
2026.  Please contact Jon Whiteley, 
treasurer@rmvr.com  
 
D. Treasurer 
The Treasurer shall administer RMVR’s financial 
affairs and work in conjunction with the entire Board 
being mindful of the need to safeguard its assets, and to 
promote sound financial management. The treasurer 
shall be the custodian of all RMVR funds, and shall 
RMVR Operations Manual Page 5 of 51 pay all RMVR 
bills in a timely fashion. All requests for expenditures 
for non-budgeted items over $50.00 shall be approved 
by the Treasurer. Board approval is required for all 
expenditures for non-budgeted items over $200.00. All 
requests for payments shall be accompanied by 
receipts. The Treasurer shall present a written financial 
statement at the monthly Board meeting. The Treasurer 
shall coordinate and prepare the annual budget for 
submission to The Board by the March Board meeting 
of each year. He shall prepare the Year End Financial 
Statement for submission to The Board, and shall verify 
that the RMVR annual Income Tax returns are prepared 
and filed and State corporate registration is maintained. 
He will also cause duplicate bank statements to be issue 
directly to the Treasury Oversight Chief as well as 
providing that Chief any other needed monthly reports 
to facilitate that Chief's oversight responsibilities. The 
Treasurer will also coordinate and administer all 
insurance requirements as required by Section N. 
 

2026 RMVR 
Membership and 

Licensing-New/Renewal 
 
 

Please renew your RMVR membership for 
2026! 

 

General Membership 
 
For those who want to renew their membership with 
RMVR but will not be racing.  Membership dues are 
$100.00 per year; Members receive all membership 
privileges and are eligible to participate in all RMVR 
events. 

 
Competition License 

 
An RMVR Competition License opens the door to an 
exhilarating sport and is accepted by most vintage racing 
associations across North America. The cost for a 
competition license/membership is $150. 

 

Renew Here 

https://forum.rmvr.com/
mailto:treasurer@rmvr.com
http://msreg.com/2026-RMVR-Dues
http://msreg.com/2026-RMVR-Dues
http://msreg.com/2026-RMVR-Dues
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Each issue contains: 
Vintage race reports with detailed text, race results and 
award winning photos some double page. Over 110 each 
year. 

• Reports on major concours, vintage rallies, hillclimbs, 
shows, vintage racing schools 

• Car and Driver Tech section on racecraft and prep. 
• Insightful columns about road and oval racing scene 

and its history 
• Feature stories about vintage racers and their cars 
• News about upcoming events: vintage racers, 

concours, rallies, special features. 
• Current month and remaining schedules for vintage 

race weekends, concours, hillclimbs special events 
and feature groups. 

• Major auction reports with detailed info on selected 
cars. 

• Classified racing resources 
• Race cars for sale in Car Gallery 
 
It is all produced by racers and enthusiasts. It 
is the vintage racers favorite for over 33 years. 
 

View the issues for free at 
https://www.victorylane.com/ 

Victory Lane Magazine 
Dan Davis at Victory Lane Magazine is always looking for 
content (articles). They are particularly interested in stuff 
about RMVR, our history, our members, our racetracks, 
racecars, race shops, anything unique that others would be 
interested in reading about. We could really use a good 
(even mediocre) writer or two that would be interested in 
putting something together. I have personally submitted a 
couple of articles to Dan and been published! Just think, 
you could be a big nationally published author! 
 
Please submit articles to me Pres@rmvr.com and I’ll see 
that Dan gets it. 
 
Thanks! 
Steve 

Vintage Messenger Fine Print- Our goal is to publish the Vintage Messenger at the first of 
every month.  If you wish to assure that your information / announcement / ad is included in the Vintage 
Messenger, it should be in the hands of the editor three days before the first of the month. Photos should 
be .jpg or .tiff formats.  Attached files should be in .txt or doc format.  Ads run on a per issue basis.  If 
you wish to have your ad run in subsequent issues, you must re-submit the ad, monthly.  Ads are free for 
members for auto / racing related items.  E-mail to messenger@rmvr.com.  The Editor returns a 
confirmation of E-mail submittals.  If you don’t receive a confirmation E-mail, your submittal probably 
did not get to the Editor.   

Didja Know??? 
 
High Plains Raceway offers an Open 
Lapping Days Unlimited Season Pass???  
One payment of $1500 (price held from 
2024) allows you to attend EVERY HPR 
Open Lapping Day (cars and/or bikes) held 
during the 2026 season (events designated as 
“tentative” are included, but may still be 
canceled subject to the normal weather and 
attendance requirements). Details and fine 
print here.  Something to think about for next 
year!  Support our Racetrack! 
  

2026 RMVR Fast Formula/Sports Racer 
Group Continues! 

 
Background: RMVR recognizes there is an 
abundance of interesting, older formula and 
sports racer cars that are no longer competitive 
in modern racing. Many of these cars are 
welcome to run in the RMVR Fast 
Formula/Sports Racer group.  Also, combining 
existing Wings and Things cars with FF or FV 
run groups has been challenging.   
 
This additional run group creates a safer space 
for these cars to run together, have fun amongst 
themselves, and provide an entertaining 
eclectic mix of cars for other drivers and 
spectators to enjoy.  As this is a permanent run 
group, it will continue for 2026.   
 
Link to more details: 
https://conta.cc/4szdUdS 
 

https://www.victorylane.com/
https://www.victorylane.com/
mailto:Pres@rmvr.com
mailto:messenger@rmvr.com
https://www.highplainsraceway.com/open-lapping-days/open-lapping-days-unlimited-season-pass/
https://conta.cc/4szdUdS
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RMVR VOLUNTEER NEWS

May 2026 
By Christy Hopkins-Hayes 

Hello! 

The Spring Thaw in Pueblo turned out to be a great weekend despite the chaos that goes hand in hand 
with the first race of the season. Plus, the number of people with a little bit of experience way 
outnumbered the people with a lot of experience. Which is fantastic! So, I am asking for people with a 
lot of experience to sign up so the new people can have some more training.  

The next race is the May Classic and Drivers School, May 16th and 17th.  

For those of you who have already signed up, THANK YOU! It is much appreciated. 

We are in serious need of more people. If you are planning on joining us but haven’t signed up, please 
register at your earliest convenience, especially if you need a hotel room.  

If you haven’t joined us in a while, we need you and we miss you! 

The rest of the season fills out like this: 

June 27th and 28th Steel City Thunder in Pueblo, CO. 

August 1st and 2nd is the Colorado Grand Prix at High Plains.  

August 29th and 30th – There is no race this weekend.  

September 25th and 26th is the Race for Kids Cancer. If you know, you know.  This is an awesome 
event.  

Thank you so much! 
Christy 

FLAGGING & 
COMMUNICATIONS GRID TECH 

Christy Hopkins-Hayes 
303-709-7461 

marshals@rmvr.com

Michael Drury 
583 S Everett Ct 

Lakewood, CO 80226 
303-808-4778

denvertaxman@yahoo.com 

Charlotte Roadcap 
Marie Stiles  

tech@rmvr.com

mailto:marshals@rmvr.com
mailto:denvertaxman@yahoo.com
mailto:tech@rmvr.com
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In this Issue: 
•  Volunteer News  • 

RMVR Website- http://rmvr.com 

Event Registration: Register online 

2026 RMVR Schedule 

May 15-17, 2026 High Plains May Classic and Drivers’ School @ HPR 

June 27-28, 2026 Pueblo Steel City Thunder 

August 1 -2, 2026 Colorado Grand Prix @ HPR 

August 29 – 30, 2026 La Junta Raceway Tumbleweed Sprints 

September 26-27, 2026 Race Against Kids’ Cancer @ HPR 
Co-Branded Events 

October 9-11, 2026 CVAR- Mile Stephens Classic 
          @ Hallett Motor Racing Circuit 

October 9-11, 2026 VSCDA- Thunder in the Ozarks 
          @ Ozarks International Raceway 

http://rmvr.com/registration/
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Classifieds 
Full Time Position offered at the Machine Shop racing in Colorado Springs. Shop and race assistant. Contact 
Martin 719 330 0085.Martin Willis    The Machine Shop Racing   503 S 29th street Ste A   Colorado Springs, CO 
80904, USA   (719) 330-0085   www.mwthemachineshop.com    
 
For Sale: 2007 18 FOOT BED CAR TRAILER We've owned this since 2009.  Two 3500# axles.  Beaver tail 
for easier loading.  Wood deck, not rotted.  Two broken boards from my neighbor & his lack of back-hoe skills  
Want $3000.oo but discounting by $500.oo for new tires, so $2500.oo firm (I don't recall how old the tires are) 
970.567.9451 or CrisBaur13@gmail dot com 

         
 
 
For Sale 1967 Austin Healey Sprite: 
https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/item/483865620932880 
 
https://cosprings.craigslist.org/cto/d/usaf-academy-1967-austin-healey-
sprite/7838932196.html 
 
For Sale: 1969 ZINK blue/ yellow, RMVR #32.  6 easy race weekends on 
motor build and total restoration (except rattle can paint) assisted by well-
respected Colorado Vee ace Jess Valentine. Trans set up by Paul Malcolm. 
All new brake, fire and clutch systems, shocks, roll bar, formed seat, belts, 
battery, fuel cell, steering wheel, coated exhaust, mostly new nuts and bolts etc. Four sets of wheels, full set of 
necessary tools and gear and original Zink built trailer available. Ready to race. 
 
 
Stephen Nicholoff 
PO Box 362,  
Paonia, CO 81428 
snicholoff@hotmail.com 
720 308 1604 
 
 
  

http://www.mwthemachineshop.com/
https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/item/483865620932880
https://cosprings.craigslist.org/cto/d/usaf-academy-1967-austin-healey-sprite/7838932196.html
https://cosprings.craigslist.org/cto/d/usaf-academy-1967-austin-healey-sprite/7838932196.html
mailto:snicholoff@hotmail.com
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BRITISH CAR PARTS FOR SALE After 25 + years of owning, maintaining and working on British cars, I 
have accumulated LOTS of MG parts and bits. Should you need parts for your project car, or British race car, tell 
me what you need. I may have it. All will be reasonably priced, just let me know. Richard Bowler  rewbk 
@msn.com  720-849-2255 
 
 
Car Storage Available- I have car storage space available at 
my shop at 240 Bryant St. , AKA World Headquarter of Team 
Terrific.🙂🙂   One bay is still available.  Building is heated and 
has alarm system. Race cars or small sports cars only.  Large 
cars just don't fit space very well.  You're on your own for 
insurance on stored cars.  In and out privileges.   Call for details.  
$150/month per bay.  Bob Alder  303-981-6364 
r.alder@earthlink.net       
 

 
 
 
 
For Sale: 1991 Honda EZ90 cub. Get around the paddock in style, just like 
team Penske.  $2000.00.  Mort8688@gmail.com       303-748-8553 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For Sale: Freshened Formula Ford 1600 engine.  Ivey, SCCA crank, alloy pan, complete from Ivey prepped 
carb to Tilton cut flywheel. $5K  Terry Allard  720-363-9618 
 

 
For Sale: Helmets.  The RaceQuip gray helmet, used twice, 
comes with head sock (SA-2015)  $115.  The white motorcycle 
helmet $40.  David Cutlip- 303-255-3608 or 
911carcab@gmail.com    

mailto:r.alder@earthlink.net
mailto:Mort8688@gmail.com
mailto:911carcab@gmail.com


For Sale:  1972 Rostron CT-3 
 

RMVR log 93-065 
 

New front suspension, A-arms, top links, compression rods, 
bright nickel plated.  New hydraulic brake & clutch master 
cylinders, hydraulic reservoir.  New customer alloy radiator.  
     
 Double sheer/quick steer links on Triumph uprights.  New 
Dave Bean Engineering alloy hubs, slotted/drilled rotors.  
New Spax shocks & Faulconer springs.  New SPA 
removable wheel. Stack tach, Race Tech oil gauge, SW 
water gauge. Cool suit power switch to onboard battery. 
New seat upholstery, new Lucas Master cutoff switch, all 
new wire loom, dash to engine compartment.  Roll bar 
mount for GOPRO camera.  Convex mirrors.  Manual fire 
bottle suppression system.  Fuel Safe cell. 
 
     Strong (legal) “Total Precision Engines”, 1,600 cc.  Ivey 
prepped carb, Burns Stainless AR header w/ merge 
collector.  Peterson Hydraulic pre-oil pump to prevent dry 
start.  Piper air filter.  Dry sump tank with removable top.  
Tilton clutch w center force throw out.  
      
New suspension top links & compression rods.  New 4130 axles w SAAB cv joints, uprights are 
Lotus 23. 10 spare gear sets and misc. pieces.  12 wheels, freshly painted spare nose. 
     
Body completely redone to 
eliminate all fiberglass cracks 
and imperfections, fresh 6 K 
paint job.  Car is stunning.  
This car is spot on for a good 
driver to run up front with the 
big dogs. 
 
Terry Allard 
720-363-9618 
 
$20,000 



 
For Sale: 1992 BMW E-36 SEDAN FULLY PREPARED RACE CAR 

 
 
Eligible to race in SCCA, NASA ST4, CHAMP Car, Lucky Dog, etc. Professional 
chassis built by GMG Racing, California. Fresh professional motor build by Precision 
Motor Werks 3 Litre M52 race engine 15 hours run time. Dyno information and 
documentation available Professional tune by Randy Mueller, Epic Motorsports 284 W 
RHP, professional corner balance, 2860 pounds, with 160 pound driver and 3 gallons of 
fuel S54 oil pan, S54 pump, oil cooler, S54 oil filter housing All engine externals 
inspected or replaced. New engine mounts (2026), sensors, injectors, coils and accessory 
pulleys 3 dry break fuel cans with 2-2.5” spare clamps 4 sets of wheels, MCS double 
adjustable dampers, Coolshirt System with new pump Clutchmasters FX400 clutch, 
aluminum flywheel Bimmerworld short throw shifter AIM dash and integrated camera 
system, 2025 OMP containment pro seat, 2026 window net, side window net (not 
installed) Newly recharged FireSense Fireaide System (3/2026) 3 complete Motorola 
radio and 3 headsets, 1 Motorola scanner Bimmerworld duel fuel pump starvation kit 
(2/2026) New rear differential (2/2026) New Lifeline steering wheel disconnect (2/2026) 
Fuel pumpout system (2/2026). 
 
EXTENSIVE spares package.  Contact for full list of spares. 
 
CONTACT Robert Ames, mobile 970-846-9070, rwa911@gmail.com 
Sale price: $37,500 
  



FOR SALE 
After nearly 30 years as an RMVR member, it’s time to retire and send the #49 sprite 
to a new home. Over the years I have added nearly every performance modification 
available.  

 

4.55 : 1 limited slip differential, Double bearing rear axle hubs, one remaining 
competition rear axle, Custom adjustable shock absorbers, Custom competition 
clutch and throw out bearing, Tilton clutch disc and pressure plate, Custom built 
dog ring gearbox, 1.5: 1 high lift rocker arms – spare set of roller rockers, APT SPV 
P4 cam, Competition crankshaft pulley, Davis competition radiator, Fire 
suppression, ACCU sump oil reservoir, MSD Ignition, Modified Mallory dual point 
distributor, Tilton brake and clutch master cylinders, Gear reduction starter 

Misc parts, all must go, blocks, crankshaft, brake drums, rotors, axles,…. 

$12,000 

Roger Hively 303 816 0618 H       303 829 0990 C            rhively49@gmail.com 



Box truck for sale:  This is the ideal track support vehicle. Tow your
race car, store your wheels, parts and tools, and sleep in it over night. it is a Ford 
E350, v10, 6.8 liter, 179500 miles, with a towing package. The engine has a 
new head gasket and is mechanically sound. Only $6950.00.  
Call Andrew Jordan at 303 910 5939. 



For Sale: Lola T-596 Sports 2000 SN 007 1984 
manufacture. I purchased this car a number of years 
ago, anticipating a move to Denver full time and to 
race with RMVR.  It's time to move, but I have too 
many race cars now and this car needs to find a new 
home. I guess I’m a production car driver to the end. I 
did a few track days here in Dallas, but it has mostly 
sat in climate-controlled storage.  I don’t have a 
history of the engine in the car, but it was represented 
to me as freshly rebuilt.  It worked fine for my track 
days.  It has been updated with a Fast Forward dry 
sump pump. 
 
Six extra wheels, all freshly refinished. 
Spare engine with intake (ran when parked) 
Spare nose 
Foam in fuel cell recently replaced 
New gel cell battery 
A few extra spare parts 

 
Car could be run as a S-2000 or as with the addition 
of a Cosworth YAC head and intake as a B/CSR.  
You could probably do the same with a more highly 
prepared Pinto from Esslinger, but as a S-2000 with a 
competent driver, it should run at the front.  Car is in 
Dallas, but I can deliver to Denver. 
 
$19,500 
 
Thanks 
Mike  
214-477-2677 
mikeh307@gmail.com 

mailto:mikeh307@gmail.com


For Sale: 
1977 MRA Riley FSV. Roller Chassis 
w/Hewland Trans and all Body work.1700 
CC VW Water cooled Engine is seized and 
removed from chassis. 4 spare wheels, 
exhaust, side draft Webers Originally 
designed by Bob Riley. $8000 

 

 

 

1965 Moodini BSR (Copy of 
Lotus 23B) Built by Dave 
Moothart. 1600cc Crossflow 
Engine in car has spun rod 
bearing.  Spare 1600 cc 
Crossflow Engine comes with 
Sale, 2 Race weekends on it. 
Slick Tires with 1 1/2 Race 
weekends, Mounted Rain Tires, 
Spare 4 American  Mag wheels with old tires. Body Molds for Lotus 23B, 5 speed Hewland MK6, 
Side Draft Webers.  $40,000 

 

1971 Crossle 20F FF -  Front 
Shocks need a rebuild, Needs 
New Belts, Spare Set of 
Revolution Wheels with used 
Hoosiers, Spare Exhaust, 
Spare front Lower A Arms and 
RR Lower A Arm. Needs new 
belts. $15,000 

 

Mike Moothart- 303-638-4737 



Trailer Canopy 

• Shelter Systems brand 16’x10’ canopy system. 
• Includes bracket that bolt to side of the trailer.  
• Includes the PVC pipe and plastic tote to hold everything.  
• The silver canopy has special re-enforced corners.  
• Easy to set up and take down.  
• Call Lynn 303 263-7920 or email lpfangue@gmail.com 
• $100  

 

 

mailto:lpfangue@gmail.com
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Vintage Race Events Just Beyond RMVR’s Horizon 

 

2026 VSCDA CALENDAR 
DATE  
    TRACK 
 
Jan 15-February 14, 2026  
     VSCDA Discounted Membership 
May 13-14,2026 
     Spring Brake Drivers School 
May 15-17, 2026  
     Gingerman Race Weekend 
June 19-21, 2026  
     Blackhawk Classic 
August 14-16,2026 
     Grattan Grand Prix 
Sept 18-20, 2026  
     Ariens Art on Wheels Presented by VSCDA at  
      Road America 
Oct 9-11,2026  
      Ozark International Raceway 
November 7, 2026  
      Annual Board Meeting Banquet TBA 
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