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VINTAGE MESSENGER 

O F F I C I A L  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  R O C K Y  M O U N T A I N  V I N T A G E  R A C I N G  
 
  

VOL. 35 No. 4 Editor: John Mihalich, Jr. 
  messenger@rmvr.com April 2026 

Board Meetings will be typically held the 3rd Wednesday of the month, 6:45 to 8:30 PM, (New Time). The Board Meeting location is: 
Various locations & via teleconference 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: RMVR c/o Kristi Burdett, RMVR Administrator 

Mailing: 431 S. Kalispell Way #203  Aurora, CO 80017     phone (303) 319-3062 email- admin@rmvr.com 

Mark your calendar! 
Plan to join us for this year’s 

16th Annual RAKC event: 

September 26-27, 2026 
Our annual RAKC event is always one of the largest, 
most fun events in vintage racing.  Don’t miss it! 

 
Thanks to RAKC’s fantastic 2025 fundraising, 
Children’s Hospital Colorado oncology lab was able 
to purchase a variety of much needed lab equipment 
and specialized machines (including a replacement 
laser for their FlowCyte machine that recently blew 
up) that allow researchers to continue making strides 
in developing new and better treatments for kids 
battling cancer. 

Board Meeting Information 
 

Next Board Meeting: 
Hybrid Meeting Wed., April 15, 2026 

In Person:  
Morgan Adams Foundation Offices 

5303 East Evans Suite 200 
Denver, CO 80222 

Online: Zoom 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88255927719?pwd=dXhH

Yi9PZ0pGRlF0SmFJaTJJbllCZz09 
Meeting ID:  882 5592 7719 

Passcode: 226083 
6:45P to Approx 8:30P 

 
Alternately, if you do have the Zoom application, you can 
join the meeting from within your Zoom app using the 
meeting's Meeting ID: 882 5592 7719 and Passcode: 
226083 
Please note meeting ID and Passcode now DOES NOT 
change every month. 
** Quick Note—Board meetings will typically be held on 
the 3rd Wednesday of the month. ** 
 

La Junta Survey Results 
* 

New Members 
 
RMVR wishes to announce the following new 
members!  Welcome to each of you.  We hope you 
will take full advantage of your membership, all the 
club activities, and the camaraderie of your fellow 
members.   Please help us in welcoming these fine 
Vintage Racers!  
 
●  Jesse Taylor - Loveland, CO 
 

mailto:messenger@rmvr.com


 

2026 RAKC Theme:  Pistons & Pints 
JOIN US as we celebrate the 16th annual Race Against Kids’ Cancer (RAKC) 
charity event and our wonderful partnership with The Morgan Adams 
Foundation (MAF)!  It is going to be a party you don’t want to miss! 

September 26-27, 2026 
High Plains Raceway 

This year’s Race Against Kids’ Cancer event—themed “Pistons & Pints”--will 
offer spectators a fantastic weekend at the track—with 6 different Run Groups 
battling it out in exciting, wheel-to-wheel vintage car racing.   

This year’s feature—Morris Garage (MG)—will have their own Run Group and 
add even more fun and excitement to the event!  MG Vintage Racers (MGVR) 
from all over the country are coming to join us, helping us to make this a very 
special and exciting weekend! 

Watching some fantastic vintage racing is just one part of this action-packed 
weekend!  Spectators can also purchase a lunchtime “Ticket-to-Ride” and get 
a thrilling, at-speed track ride in an exotic, sports or race car!  This attraction is 
very popular so make sure you plan to get your tickets early!  

Other weekend activities include: 

• A Friday Test & Tune Track Day dedicated to RAKC racers on Friday, 
September 25. 



• A Friday evening welcome bash, hosted by MGVR!  Get a chance to see 
some very cool MGs up close and hang out with our guest racers! 

• SpeedLab Sim Racing will have their trailer at the track all weekend long!  
Test your racing skills against your family/friends and see who is the 
GOAT! 

• A Saturday evening after-race party—including drinks and a ticketed 
dinner in the pavilion.  Dance the night away to live music from the very 
talented Michael Hurnbuckle group featuring Taylor Biskup! 

• Enjoy a slow track ride on the special green track bus while sipping some 
local whiskey!  

• And so much more! 

Of course, kids battling cancer are the reason we do this event!  Over the past 
15 years, RMVR, MAF and the RAKC event have helped to make a significant 
impact in our community--raising almost $2.5 Million to purchase critical lab 
equipment and help fund ground-breaking pediatric cancer research through 
The Morgan Adams Foundation.    

Please join us at High Plains Raceway to help us celebrate this truly special 
event.   

It is free and open to the public.  Hope to see you there. 

 

2026 RAKC Registration is Open 
Registration for the 2026 RAKC is open on MSR.  Click here to register to race 
in the event:  https://msreg.com/RMVR-2026-Sept-RAKC-Vehicles 

Register for the Friday, September 25 Test & Tune Day here:  RMVR *ONLY* 
Lapping FRIDAY Sep 25    

Remember, your credit card won’t be charged until after the event so there 
is no reason to delay your registration! 

The paddock opens for event parking on Thursday, September 24 at 3:00 PM.   

 

  

https://msreg.com/RMVR-2026-Sept-RAKC-Vehicles
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/rmvr-only-lapping-friday-sep-25-high-plains-raceway-631098
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/rmvr-only-lapping-friday-sep-25-high-plains-raceway-631098


Why the RAKC Event is So Important:  Meet Austin 

 





High Plains May 
Classic  

May 15-17, 2026 

The calendar may say Spring, but it’s been 
feeling like Summer lately. The High Plains 
May Classic and RMVR’s Drivers’ School at 
HPR are just weeks away. Is your car prepped 
and teched? Does your driver’s suit still fit? 

The High Plains May Classic vintage race event takes place Saturday & Sunday May 16-17. The 
concurrent RMVR Comp Drivers’ School will be held Friday, May 15 through Sunday, May 17. 
Qualified comp school students join their respective race groups on Sunday. A Happy Hour and 
dinner are planned for Saturday after the track goes cold.  

An RMVR-exclusive open lapping day will be available Friday at a reduced rate for RMVR 
members to test-n- tune both themselves and their chariots, and is highly recommended for 
those who haven’t turned a wheel on track since last season. 

Please plan to join friends and fellow competitors on track and in the paddock for a weekend 
of fun and good, clean racing. This is also an opportunity to welcome our newest racers and 
demonstrate what the vintage spirit is all about.  The continued success of RMVR depends on 
your participation. Remember, your card isn’t charged until after the event so don’t wait any 
longer – register now. 

Don’t be a Last-Minute Louie or Louise – As an extra incentive to 
register early, an event T-shirt can be included* in your registration 
packet if you register BEFORE April 15th . A silent sponsor has offered 
to cover the cost of these shirts. See details below* on how to get 
yours.   

Racers – click  RACE WEEKEND to register 

Students and Instructors – you’ll want to click COMP SCHOOL to register 

Volunteers – this event can’t happen without you. Please click  VOLUNTEERS to register 

*If you’d like an event T-shirt (not required), please follow each of the following steps: 

• Register for the May Classic Race or the Drivers’ School before April 15th  
• Email your name and size shirt before April 15th to: jonLwhiteley@gmail.com 
• Participate in the May Classic or the Drivers’ School   

https://www.motorsportreg.com/em360/index.cfm/event/event.preview.advert/uidEvent/03D0796F-A8B1-507A-26960024746677D3
https://www.motorsportreg.com/em360/index.cfm/event/event.preview.advert/uidEvent/14206308-996C-0DBE-AA4E993341D11EE3
https://www.motorsportreg.com/em360/index.cfm/event/event.preview.advert/uidEvent/7D3DE9EA-A5D8-2DEF-2C2908F9F97CD12C


 
 

Rocky Mountain Vintage 
Racing Presents 

Join us in celebrating American Muscle and some 
Good ole’ American fun on and off track! 

 
*Celebrating America’s 250th birthday* 

Guy and Norm Duo acoustic band 
*BBQ supper Saturday* 

SIGN UP NOW!!  
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Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, March 18, 2026 Zoom - ONLY 

Online: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88255927719?pwd=dXhHYi9PZ0pGRlF0SmFJaTJJbllCZz09 
Meeting ID:  882 5592 7719 Passcode:  226083 6:45P to Approx 8:30P 

 
Call to Order President Elect Chris Bair Mercer 6:49 
1. Roll Call 

X Chris Biar – President  X Chris Biar - President Elect 
X Bill Fleming - Past President  X Jon Whiteley—Treasurer 
X Brad Zieg—Secretary X Sean Beever 
X Luke Brewbaker  X Matt Christ 
X Nial Irwin X Christy Hopkins-Hayes 
X Steve Murphy X Justin Lotspeich 

2. President’s Opening Remarks  
●Loss of Steve Mercer ● Prayer - Chad Wight (and others) ● Thanks  
3. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes—February 25, 2026 Minutes - Brad Zieg   
 MOTION to accept by Bill Flleming, 2nd Matt Christ: PASSED unanimously. 
4. Treasurer’s Report – Jon Whieley – Profit/Loss Y-T-D = (15,507.16 Account Balance = $122,722.46 
  

 
Vintage MG Racers 

Vintage MG Racers Announces a Grand National 
Focus race for 2026 smack in the middle of the 
country, at High Plains Raceway, about an hour from 
Denver. Rocky Mountain Vintage Racing and The 
Morgan Adams Foundation are working hand-in-
hand with MGVR to host us with their RMVR - 
Morgan Adams Foundation Race Against Kids’ 
Cancer vintage weekend, next September 26-27, 
2026. We’ll have an MG only race class, an MGVR 
paddock area and a ton of social events for the 
weekend. 
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5. Chiefs of Specialties Reports  
Chief Steward—Chad Wight  CDI—Nathan Down 
Flagging and Communication—Christy 
Hopkins 

Timing and Scoring—Austin Fay 

Pit and Grid—Michael Drury 
April race Grid Captain - Ed Johnson 

Tech—Charlotte Roadcap 
Inspections are ready Set for the year 

Starter—Patrick Fay Van and Equipment— Fred Visci  
Marketing and Media—Vacant Eligibility—Justin Lotspeich -2 logbook 

applications 
IT—Austin Fay  
Working on Motorsports Registration 

Messenger—John Mihalich 
 

CAMA—Bob Darcey VMC—Bob Alder 
Next meeting Los Angeles Jay Leno garage 

Administrator—Kristi Burdett 
Instagram Acct - Kristi Burdett & Luke B 
Facebook - Kristi Burdett & Sean B 

Social Media—Interim – Sean Beever 

Event Social—Fred Visci  RMVR Webmaster—Austin Fay 
6 Special Order Discussions and Upcoming Events 

• Status of 2026 events - brief reports from event chairs 
o Spring Thaw (April PMP) – Erik Schakel  

 We are not getting the entries we used to get 
 Track is hosting open lapping on Friday 

o May Classic & Driver’s School (May HPR) - Jon Whiteley  
 7 cars for race + 5 drivers school entrants to date 

o Steel City Thunder PMP – Marie Stiles  
 On track for the weekend 

o Colorado GP (HPR) – Nial Irwin 
 Going well Working on Motorsports Registration 

o Race Against Kid’s Cancer (HPR) – Kelly Nichols  
 Expecting 30 MGVR cars 

7. Unfinished Business 
• 2026 La Junta Race : Go/No-Go - Jon Whiteley 

o RMVR is investigating a race weekend in LaJunta – working with track manager 29-30 
August. 

o Chris Bair will send note to membership to gauge support for this race. 
• Banquet: Is it time for a change? Date, Location, Format - Jon Whiteley tabled to next 

meeting 
• Fire/Rescue School: Brad Zieg  

o FRS was a success – looking for greater attendance next year 
• Van/Trailer Discussion: Initial Impressions – Fred Visci  
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• MOTION on 2nd reading to adopt General Rules D.1.a., D.2.b., D.2., RMVR Exception 
Amendments 1981 GT-1, 1984 GT (1-5), by Steve Murphy, 2nd Jon Whiteley: PASSED 
unanimously 

8. New Business  
• HPDE “Full Throttle Mentorship” – Justin Lotspeich 
• Mentor Program – Jon Whiteley  

o Exists but needs details – Bob Alder and Jon Whiteley will investigate 
• Event Creation & Timing on MSR – Jon Whiteley  

o Kristi Burdett will engage Motorsports Registration [Race Chairs: Note] 
• Denver GP and Supporting Races – Bill Fleming 

o Bill Fleming is appointed to monitor progress – is there a role for RMVR? 
• Ops Manual & Archivist Role – Bill Fleming & Bob Alder  

o Who is single point to edit and review? 
o Operation Manual is a living document. 
o Administrator and web master are responsible for updates. 
o Bill Fleming & Bob Alder will come back next meeting with refinements 

• Social Media & Marketing Near-Term Plan – Jon Whiteley  
o Marketing and recruiting new people – Chris Bair 

 Chris Bair appointed a committee: Justin L., Lynn F., Eric S., Brad Z., and 
Charlotte R. 

• Steve Mercer-Related Topics 
o Succession Plan (Elect/Appoint new leadership) – Jon Whiteley  
o Understanding Karla & the family’s Wishes – Nathan Down, Bob Alder 
o April PMP Roll Bar Sticker Discussion – Bob Alder  

 Decision made to produce decals that commemorate Steve (vs. roll-bar 
stickers) and Nial Irwin agreed to lead the effort.   

 Intention is to have Steve-related decals at all RMVR races this year for folks 
who want to have them on their trailers/helmets/cars. 

o May HPR Steve’s Car at May Classic (Pace Car, Display) – Brad Zieg  
 Pending Karla Mercer’s wishes/approval, Chris Bair shared that Bob Alder, 

Nathan Down and Pete Christiansen agreed to help coordinate having Steve’s 
FF at one of our races this year.  

9. Open Discussion 
10. Review of Action Items 
Motion to adjourn Nial Irwin 9:49 
Next Board Meeting:   April 15, 2026 – Hybrid: Morgan Adams Foundation and Zoom 

*  



5 

 

  

April 2026 President's Message 
 
RMVR, 
 
As many of you know, RMVR lost our club President, Steve Mercer, on March 13 after a hard-fought 
battle with cancer. 
 
We held our regularly scheduled Board meeting five days later and began by sharing what Steve meant 
to the club and to each of us personally. While I can’t capture everything that was said, a few 
comments stood out: 
 
• “Steve was a force to be reckoned with.” 
• “Steve set us up for success.” 
• “Steve always saw the big picture.” 
• “Steve took younger members seriously.” 
• “Steve asked, ‘What do you need to be successful?’ rather than putting up obstacles.” 
 
Following his prayer, Chad Wight referenced the Apostle Paul’s words in 2 Timothy — by pointing 
out that Steve “Fought the good fight and finished his race while keeping the faith.” 
 
As we look ahead, it’s clear that RMVR is full of caring, passionate people who love motorsports and 
take care of one another. While Steve leaves big shoes to fill, we are fortunate that he left the club 
well positioned for the future — truly “set up for success.” 
 
Looking to the year ahead, recruiting new members and volunteers remains a priority, and our current 
members are our best ambassadors. While volunteering and racing is rewarding, it’s the people that 
make RMVR special. Sharing our events and who we are is the best way to grow. 
 
On a practical note, please sign up early for races and events (now posted on MSR). Early 
commitments help the club, save you money, and come with no downside. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has reached out with their support following Steve’s passing. It has meant 
a great deal. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you in Pueblo. 
 
Chris Biar 
2026 RMVR President 
president | rmvr | com 
 



Chief Steward’s Report  
 
As we begin a new season, our goal is to make it safer than last year.  The Race Against Cancer 
had the biggest incident in recent history.  There were 13 drivers involved in 2 mishaps that 
occurred on the same lap.  The cause was driver error regarding flag procedures and lack of 
situational awareness.  Thankfully there were no injuries, but some cars were seriously damaged.  
For the new season, we hope to see improvement in driver awareness and car control.  Improved 
safety means less stress, more fun, and more track time.  Suggestions were made at the Feedback 
Session about how we could better accomplish driver awareness of rules and situations on the 
track.  Some drivers under penalty came to Fire and Rescue School to get penalties reduced.  
Others will volunteer as Safety Marshals.  Drivers under penalty are always invited to volunteer 
instead of staying home.  The club always needs volunteers and welcomes any driver who is not 
racing for whatever reason.  A suggestion from Feedback Session is to randomly test drivers’ 
knowledge of safety flags by calling them out by name in Drivers’ Meetings.  Finally, expect more 
on-track drills for practicing proper safety flag response.  We look forward to seeing you for a 
safe 2026. 
 
Chad Wight 

 
Driver Sanctions (updated April 6, 2026) 

Event Name Incident Penalty Remaining    
Notes 

HPR 
09-28-25 

Jim Cambon 2 flag violations 
resulting in contact 

1-event suspension  
+ 4-event probation 

HPR 
09-28-25 

Gerry Tussing Flag violations & lack 
of situational 
awareness (multiple) 

2-event suspension  
+ 4-event probation 

HPR 
09-28-25 

Mike Kunz Flag violation 
resulting in contact 

1-event suspension  
+ 4-event probation 

HPR 
09-28-25 

Allen Letterly Flag violation 2-event probation  
 

HPR 
09-28-25 

Seth Letterly Flag violation & lack 
situational awareness 
resulting in #3 M2M 

1-event suspension  
+ 4-event probation 

HPR 
09-28-25 

Levi Zeidlhack Flag violation 
resulting in contact 

1-event probation 

HPR Steve Morrison Flag violation  2-event probation 



09-28-25 

HPR 
09-28-25 

Jared Letterly Flag violation 2-event probation 

HPR 
09-28-25 

Neil McCready Flag violation 
resulting in contact 

3-event probation 

HPR 
09-28-25 

Mike Ries Flag violation  
Resulting in contact 

3-event probation 
 

HPR 
09-28-25 

Steve Marino Class 1 M2M 2-event probation 

HPR 
08/31/22 

Lynn Fangue Class 3 M2M; #11 
(OAD) 

2-event probation 

Pueblo 
06/24/23 

Robert Ewers Class 1 OAD causing 
damage to another car 

1-event probation 

HPR 
08/04/24 

Tom Ragonetti Class 2, Lack of Sit. 
Awareness causing 
minor damage 

3-event probation 

Pueblo 
06/26/25 

Zane Myers Class 2 M2M minor 2-event probation 

HPR 
05/17/25         

Bob Hancock Class 3 M2M minor    
OAD               
 

 
2-event probation 

HPR 
05/17/25 
 

Pete Sabeff Class 3 M2M minor; 
Lack of sit. awareness; 
Unauthorized track 
entry; Ignoring black 
flag 

 
2-event probation 

    

Key: OAD= Over-
Aggressive Driving 

M2M= Metal-to-Metal Class 1,2,3,4 = Level of 
severity 

In lieu of penalty, drivers are invited to volunteer as Corner Marshals for one or more 
weekends.  To be properly credited, a driver must sign-up, show-up, & report to the race 
steward.  For further detail on infractions, see Operations Manual, Appendix J: p.46-49 
(Updated 03/28/21)  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Hello RMVR,  
It’s time to get your annual inspection done for 
the 2026 racing season!  
Many thanks to our hardworking inspectors for all the work they 
put in to keep us rolling.  
 
As you’ve probably read in the previous few issues because it’s worth repeating: 
Helmets:  
SA2015 helmets will now be allowed through the 2026 racing season in step with the SCCA.  
 
Fire Suppression Systems:  
 The minimum required fire control for all vehicles is an onboard fire suppression system. Handheld 
bottles alone are not sufficient.  
 
Please also note: if you are visiting us from a VMC club with a car that is log booked from that club and 
your rules from your home club allow for handhelds, we will honor your home club’s safety rules.  
 
I am here to serve our membership by collaborating on common sense safety regulations and I deeply 
appreciate learning from all of you.  
Always reach out with any questions to tech@rmvr.com!  
 It’s what I’m here for!  
 
-Charlotte Roadcap  
Chief of Tech  
 
 

 

From the Tech Workbench  

mailto:tech@rmvr.com
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CDI Corner April 2026 
 
As we are a month away from our first event at Pueblo now would be the time to get your 
brain back into 'race mode' and refresh yourselves after the long winter lay-off.  
 
I STRONGLY recommend before you get back on track that you dust of your copy of 
ACE FACTOR that you got when you went through drivers' school and sit down for a 
read. This book is a fabulous way to get your mind back in the game and remind yourself 
of many different aspects of race car driving both on and off the track. If you do not have 
a copy to hand, please let me know as I have physical and digital copies. Please email me 
at driving-instructor@rmvr.com 
 
Drivers school is fast approaching us in mid-May and we currently have about 8 student 
spots open open the roster. If you have any friends or family that ever shown an interest 
in vintage racing. Don't delay, bug them today! 
 
Looking forward to seeing everyone trackside in 2026! 
 
Nathan Down 
CDI - driving-instructor@rmvr.com 
 



Have a Battery-Powered Transponder? 
A guest Tech.Article.by.Jon Whiteley & .Jeff Chandler 

Though the newer MyLaps transponders offer certain features not found in the older units, I like the fact 
that I’m not required to purchase and maintain a subscription.  I bought my red battery-powered AMB 
transponder second-hand around 2010.  Doing the math, this unit is well over 15 years old! Jeez - how long 
are the batteries in these supposed to last?   

Hoping for an answer to my question, I contacted Jeff Chandler, owner of Transponder.Services in Brisbane, 
Australia. He’s been doing transponder battery replacements and repairs for more than 25 years, and 
seems to be the go-to guy in this field. I recently asked Jeff if he would provide some tips and info for  
maintenance of these battery-powered transponders. Here’s what he had to offer: 

Transponder Care Tips 
by Jeff Chandler owner of transponderservices.com established 1999 

Forget what you learned about Ni-Cd batteries 
because none of that applies to AMB/Mylaps 
rechargeable transponders which have Ni-Mh. For 
one thing "memory effect" is neglectable with Ni-
Mh, but is often mistakenly still applied to Mi-Mh 
because it is a real thing for Ni-Cd. But not with 
modern Ni-Mh. 

To maximise the life of the transponder battery, the 
best thing to do is charge it regularly. Left for long 
periods the battery will self-discharge to zero volts, 
and this shortens the life of the battery. Therefore, it 
is common for the battery to fail after the off season. 
Most have a 1.2 volt battery and when the voltage 
drops to below this the transponder switches off 
and no lights flash. If left in this state over a long 
period, the battery will self-discharge to zero volts 
and this is detrimental for the battery. 

http://transponderservices.com/


So, what to do to prevent this? Try to remember to charge it at least once per month. But if you are like me, 
you will forget. So, the easy solution is to use a simple programmable 
mains power timer so transponder is charged automatically. Full 
charging is not required to maintain battery life, therefore how long 
and how often is flexible for it to be effective. 

For example, if using a simple 24 hour mechanical timer set it to 
charge 30 minutes or 1 hour per day. 

If you have a WiFi Smart plug with settings via a phone app, you could 
set to fully charge for 20 hours every month, or a few hours each week. 
If you race every two weeks you could set it to fully charge each fortnite 
(14 days) and be ready for you to take to the track. 

Further tips: 
Transponder will flash when charging and if it does not flash 
when removed from charging it is likely the battery has failed 
and needs replacement. Attempting to charge a failed 
battery again or deep cycling is pointless because once a Ni-
Mh battery dies it cannot be revived like old Ni-Cd batteries 
could. 
If transponder does not flash when placed on charge, the 
battery could have failed, the power adaptor could have 
failed, or is the wrong type (output should be 12VDC with + 
on the centre), or charging contacts need cleaning. It is 
highly unlikely the charging cradle has failed as these are a 
very simple device which only facilitates connection to 
power. Except for later models like TranX3, Flex & TR2 these 
charging cradles have electronics to enable sleep mode. 
 

What is sleep mode? 
TranX2 transponders DO NOT have sleep mode. Placing a running transponder in the correct charge cradle 
without the power connected will turn the transponder off after about 20 seconds and it will stop flashing. 
This will prevent the battery from being used, but WILL NOT prevent it running down indefinitely. So don't 
rely on this method for more than one week or so. To wake the transponder, simply remove it from the cradle 
and in about 20 seconds it should start flashing again. 
 

Kind regards 
Jeff Chandler 
Transponder Services 
Phone 0418 783 201 
TransponderServices.com 

 

http://transponderservices.com/
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JOIN THE DISCUSSION 
 

 
 
RMVR is launching a new and 
improved forum! This new platform is 
the place for all new RMVR discussions 
and real-time updates during race 
events. Sign up for a free account today 
at https://forum.rmvr.com. 
 

Help Wanted @ RMVR 
 
RMVR finds itself with a need to fill mission critical 
positions: 
 
Treasurer- RMVR will be looking for a candidate to 
take over for Jon Whiteley at the end of his current term.  
Investigate the position before making a commitment in 
2026.  Please contact Jon Whiteley, 
treasurer@rmvr.com  
 
D. Treasurer 
The Treasurer shall administer RMVR’s financial 
affairs and work in conjunction with the entire Board 
being mindful of the need to safeguard its assets, and to 
promote sound financial management. The treasurer 
shall be the custodian of all RMVR funds, and shall 
RMVR Operations Manual Page 5 of 51 pay all RMVR 
bills in a timely fashion. All requests for expenditures 
for non-budgeted items over $50.00 shall be approved 
by the Treasurer. Board approval is required for all 
expenditures for non-budgeted items over $200.00. All 
requests for payments shall be accompanied by 
receipts. The Treasurer shall present a written financial 
statement at the monthly Board meeting. The Treasurer 
shall coordinate and prepare the annual budget for 
submission to The Board by the March Board meeting 
of each year. He shall prepare the Year End Financial 
Statement for submission to The Board, and shall verify 
that the RMVR annual Income Tax returns are prepared 
and filed and State corporate registration is maintained. 
He will also cause duplicate bank statements to be issue 
directly to the Treasury Oversight Chief as well as 
providing that Chief any other needed monthly reports 
to facilitate that Chief's oversight responsibilities. The 
Treasurer will also coordinate and administer all 
insurance requirements as required by Section N. 
 

2026 RMVR 
Membership and 

Licensing-New/Renewal 
 
 

Please renew your RMVR membership for 
2026! 

 

General Membership 
 
For those who want to renew their membership with 
RMVR but will not be racing.  Membership dues are 
$100.00 per year; Members receive all membership 
privileges and are eligible to participate in all RMVR 
events. 

 
Competition License 

 
An RMVR Competition License opens the door to an 
exhilarating sport and is accepted by most vintage racing 
associations across North America. The cost for a 
competition license/membership is $150. 

 

Renew Here 

https://forum.rmvr.com/
mailto:treasurer@rmvr.com
http://msreg.com/2026-RMVR-Dues
http://msreg.com/2026-RMVR-Dues
http://msreg.com/2026-RMVR-Dues


Please thank and support our 

2026 
Event Tech Sticker Sponsors 

 
High Plains May Classic & 

Drivers’ School 
 

 

Spring Thaw Grand Prix 

 

Bare Bones Racing 
Campaigning 

Fine English Motorcars 
from the  

Frontier of America 
Specializing in the Lesser 

Lotus Formula Cars 
 

 
Colorado Grand Prix 

Featuring … 
 

 
Pueblo Steel City Thunder 

 

 
KELLY NICHOLS 

303-550-3227 |  Email  
8500 W. Bowles Ave, Suite 100, 

Littleton, CO 80123 

 

 
THE Race Against Kids’ 

Cancer 

 
A tiny sub-division of Fab-Tek. 

FAB-TEK 
Everything MG  

MG Parts - CNC Services 
Technical Resources -Coaching 

 
 

 
Tumbleweed Sprints 

 

Never too early to be 
thinking about being a 

Tech Sticker Sponsor for 
one of the 2026 races!!! 

tel:303-550-3227
mailto:kellynichols@remax.net
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Each issue contains: 
Vintage race reports with detailed text, race results and 
award winning photos some double page. Over 110 each 
year. 

• Reports on major concours, vintage rallies, hillclimbs, 
shows, vintage racing schools 

• Car and Driver Tech section on racecraft and prep. 
• Insightful columns about road and oval racing scene 

and its history 
• Feature stories about vintage racers and their cars 
• News about upcoming events: vintage racers, 

concours, rallies, special features. 
• Current month and remaining schedules for vintage 

race weekends, concours, hillclimbs special events 
and feature groups. 

• Major auction reports with detailed info on selected 
cars. 

• Classified racing resources 
• Race cars for sale in Car Gallery 
 
It is all produced by racers and enthusiasts. It 
is the vintage racers favorite for over 33 years. 
 

View the issues for free at 
https://www.victorylane.com/ 

Victory Lane Magazine 
Dan Davis at Victory Lane Magazine is always looking for 
content (articles). They are particularly interested in stuff 
about RMVR, our history, our members, our racetracks, 
racecars, race shops, anything unique that others would be 
interested in reading about. We could really use a good 
(even mediocre) writer or two that would be interested in 
putting something together. I have personally submitted a 
couple of articles to Dan and been published! Just think, 
you could be a big nationally published author! 
 
Please submit articles to me Pres@rmvr.com and I’ll see 
that Dan gets it. 
 
Thanks! 
Steve 

Vintage Messenger Fine Print- Our goal is to publish the Vintage Messenger at the first of 
every month.  If you wish to assure that your information / announcement / ad is included in the Vintage 
Messenger, it should be in the hands of the editor three days before the first of the month. Photos should 
be .jpg or .tiff formats.  Attached files should be in .txt or doc format.  Ads run on a per issue basis.  If 
you wish to have your ad run in subsequent issues, you must re-submit the ad, monthly.  Ads are free for 
members for auto / racing related items.  E-mail to messenger@rmvr.com.  The Editor returns a 
confirmation of E-mail submittals.  If you don’t receive a confirmation E-mail, your submittal probably 
did not get to the Editor.   

Didja Know??? 
 
High Plains Raceway offers an Open 
Lapping Days Unlimited Season Pass???  
One payment of $1500 (price held from 
2024) allows you to attend EVERY HPR 
Open Lapping Day (cars and/or bikes) held 
during the 2026 season (events designated as 
“tentative” are included, but may still be 
canceled subject to the normal weather and 
attendance requirements). Details and fine 
print here.  Something to think about for next 
year!  Support our Racetrack! 
  

2026 RMVR Fast Formula/Sports Racer 
Group Continues! 

 
Background: RMVR recognizes there is an 
abundance of interesting, older formula and 
sports racer cars that are no longer competitive 
in modern racing. Many of these cars are 
welcome to run in the RMVR Fast 
Formula/Sports Racer group.  Also, combining 
existing Wings and Things cars with FF or FV 
run groups has been challenging.   
 
This additional run group creates a safer space 
for these cars to run together, have fun amongst 
themselves, and provide an entertaining 
eclectic mix of cars for other drivers and 
spectators to enjoy.  As this is a permanent run 
group, it will continue for 2026.   
 
Link to more details: 
https://conta.cc/4szdUdS 
 

https://www.victorylane.com/
https://www.victorylane.com/
mailto:Pres@rmvr.com
mailto:messenger@rmvr.com
https://www.highplainsraceway.com/open-lapping-days/open-lapping-days-unlimited-season-pass/
https://conta.cc/4szdUdS
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In this Issue: 
•  Volunteer News  • 

 
 
 

 

RMVR Website- http://rmvr.com  
 

Event Registration: Register online 
 

2026 RMVR Schedule 

April 25-26, 2026 Pueblo Spring Thaw Grand Prix 

May 15-17, 2026 High Plains May Classic and Drivers’ School @ HPR 

June 27-28, 2026 Pueblo Steel City Thunder 

August 1 -2, 2026 Colorado Grand Prix @ HPR 

August 29 – 30, 2026 La Junta Raceway Tumbleweed Sprints 

September 26-27, 2026 Race Against Kids’ Cancer @ HPR 
Co-Branded Events 

October 9-11, 2026 CVAR- Mile Stephens Classic  
          @ Hallett Motor Racing Circuit 

October 9-11, 2026 VSCDA- Thunder in the Ozarks  
          @ Ozarks International Raceway 

 

http://rmvr.com/registration/
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RMVR VOLUNTEER NEWS                          
 

 
April 2026 

By Christy Hopkins-Hayes 
Hello! 
 
Welcome to race season 2026! 
 
Our first race is coming right up on April 25th and 26th. It’s the Spring Thaw Grand Prix in Pueblo, CO.  
 
For those of you who have already signed up, THANK YOU! It is much appreciated. If you are planning on 
joining us but haven’t signed up, please register at your earliest convenience, especially if you need a hotel 
room.  
 
If you haven’t joined us in a while, we need you and we miss you!  
 
If you have never worked a race before because you are unsure of what role would be a good fit for you, 
come try a little bit of all of them. Our core of dedicated and experienced folks would be happy to show 
you around.  
 
The rest of the season fills out like this: 
 
May 16th and 17th is the High Plains Classic & Driver’s School at High Plains Raceway in Byers, CO. 
 
June 27th and 28th Steel City Thunder in Pueblo, CO. 
 
August 1st and 2nd is our Race Against Kids Cancer at High Plains Raceway in Byers, CO. This is a super 
fun event, and we can use a lot of extra help for this event. 
 
August 29th and 30th in La Junta is still up in the air. More to follow at a later date. 
 
Thank you so much! 
Christy 
 

 
FLAGGING & 

COMMUNICATIONS 
GRID TECH 

Christy Hopkins-Hayes 
303-709-7461 

marshals@rmvr.com 

Michael Drury 
583 S Everett Ct 

Lakewood, CO 80226 
303-808-4778 

denvertaxman@yahoo.com   

Charlotte Roadcap 
Marie Stiles  

tech@rmvr.com  

mailto:marshals@rmvr.com
mailto:denvertaxman@yahoo.com
mailto:tech@rmvr.com
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Classifieds 
Full Time Position offered at the Machine Shop racing in Colorado Springs. Shop and race assistant. Contact 
Martin 719 330 0085.Martin Willis    The Machine Shop Racing   503 S 29th street Ste A   Colorado Springs, CO 
80904, USA   (719) 330-0085   www.mwthemachineshop.com    
 
For Sale: 2007 18 FOOT BED CAR TRAILER We've owned this since 2009.  Two 3500# axles.  Beaver tail 
for easier loading.  Wood deck, not rotted.  Two broken boards from my neighbor & his lack of back-hoe skills  
Want $3000.oo but discounting by $500.oo for new tires, so $2500.oo firm (I don't recall how old the tires are) 
970.567.9451 or CrisBaur13@gmail dot com 

         
 
 
For Sale 1967 Austin Healey Sprite: 
https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/item/483865620932880 
 
https://cosprings.craigslist.org/cto/d/usaf-academy-1967-austin-healey-
sprite/7838932196.html 
 
For Sale: 1969 ZINK blue/ yellow, RMVR #32.  6 easy race weekends on 
motor build and total restoration (except rattle can paint) assisted by well-
respected Colorado Vee ace Jess Valentine. Trans set up by Paul Malcolm. 
All new brake, fire and clutch systems, shocks, roll bar, formed seat, belts, 
battery, fuel cell, steering wheel, coated exhaust, mostly new nuts and bolts etc. Four sets of wheels, full set of 
necessary tools and gear and original Zink built trailer available. Ready to race. 
 
 
Stephen Nicholoff 
PO Box 362,  
Paonia, CO 81428 
snicholoff@hotmail.com 
720 308 1604 
 
 
  

http://www.mwthemachineshop.com/
https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/item/483865620932880
https://cosprings.craigslist.org/cto/d/usaf-academy-1967-austin-healey-sprite/7838932196.html
https://cosprings.craigslist.org/cto/d/usaf-academy-1967-austin-healey-sprite/7838932196.html
mailto:snicholoff@hotmail.com
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BRITISH CAR PARTS FOR SALE After 25 + years of owning, maintaining and working on British cars, I 
have accumulated LOTS of MG parts and bits. Should you need parts for your project car, or British race car, tell 
me what you need. I may have it. All will be reasonably priced, just let me know. Richard Bowler  rewbk 
@msn.com  720-849-2255 
 
 
Car Storage Available- I have car storage space available at 
my shop at 240 Bryant St. , AKA World Headquarter of Team 
Terrific.🙂🙂   One bay is still available.  Building is heated and 
has alarm system. Race cars or small sports cars only.  Large 
cars just don't fit space very well.  You're on your own for 
insurance on stored cars.  In and out privileges.   Call for details.  
$150/month per bay.  Bob Alder  303-981-6364 
r.alder@earthlink.net       
 

 
 
 
 
For Sale: 1991 Honda EZ90 cub. Get around the paddock in style, just like 
team Penske.  $2000.00.  Mort8688@gmail.com       303-748-8553 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For Sale: Freshened Formula Ford 1600 engine.  Ivey, SCCA crank, alloy pan, complete from Ivey prepped 
carb to Tilton cut flywheel. $6K  Terry Allard  720-363-9618 
 

 
For Sale: Helmets.  The RaceQuip gray helmet, used twice, 
comes with head sock (SA-2015)  $115.  The white motorcycle 
helmet $40.  David Cutlip- 303-255-3608 or 
911carcab@gmail.com    

mailto:r.alder@earthlink.net
mailto:Mort8688@gmail.com
mailto:911carcab@gmail.com


 
For Sale: 1992 BMW E-36 SEDAN FULLY PREPARED RACE CAR 

 
 
Eligible to race in SCCA, NASA ST4, CHAMP Car, Lucky Dog, etc. Professional 
chassis built by GMG Racing, California. Fresh professional motor build by Precision 
Motor Werks 3 Litre M52 race engine 15 hours run time. Dyno information and 
documentation available Professional tune by Randy Mueller, Epic Motorsports 284 W 
RHP, professional corner balance, 2860 pounds, with 160 pound driver and 3 gallons of 
fuel S54 oil pan, S54 pump, oil cooler, S54 oil filter housing All engine externals 
inspected or replaced. New engine mounts (2026), sensors, injectors, coils and accessory 
pulleys 3 dry break fuel cans with 2-2.5” spare clamps 4 sets of wheels, MCS double 
adjustable dampers, Coolshirt System with new pump Clutchmasters FX400 clutch, 
aluminum flywheel Bimmerworld short throw shifter AIM dash and integrated camera 
system, 2025 OMP containment pro seat, 2026 window net, side window net (not 
installed) Newly recharged FireSense Fireaide System (3/2026) 3 complete Motorola 
radio and 3 headsets, 1 Motorola scanner Bimmerworld duel fuel pump starvation kit 
(2/2026) New rear differential (2/2026) New Lifeline steering wheel disconnect (2/2026) 
Fuel pumpout system (2/2026). 
 
EXTENSIVE spares package.  Contact for full list of spares. 
 
CONTACT Robert Ames, mobile 970-846-9070, rwa911@gmail.com 
Sale price: $37,500 
  



FOR SALE 
After nearly 30 years as an RMVR member, it’s time to retire and send the #49 sprite 
to a new home. Over the years I have added nearly every performance modification 
available.  

 

4.55 : 1 limited slip differential, Double bearing rear axle hubs, one remaining 
competition rear axle, Custom adjustable shock absorbers, Custom competition 
clutch and throw out bearing, Tilton clutch disc and pressure plate, Custom built 
dog ring gearbox, 1.5: 1 high lift rocker arms – spare set of roller rockers, APT SPV 
P4 cam, Competition crankshaft pulley, Davis competition radiator, Fire 
suppression, ACCU sump oil reservoir, MSD Ignition, Modified Mallory dual point 
distributor, Tilton brake and clutch master cylinders, Gear reduction starter 

Misc parts, all must go, blocks, crankshaft, brake drums, rotors, axles,…. 

$12,000 

Roger Hively 303 816 0618 H       303 829 0990 C            rhively49@gmail.com 



Box truck for sale:  This is the ideal track support vehicle. Tow your
race car, store your wheels, parts and tools, and sleep in it over night. it is a Ford 
E350, v10, 6.8 liter, 179500 miles, with a towing package. The engine has a 
new head gasket and is mechanically sound. Only $6950.00.  
Call Andrew Jordan at 303 910 5939. 



For Sale: Lola T-596 Sports 2000 SN 007 1984 
manufacture. I purchased this car a number of years 
ago, anticipating a move to Denver full time and to 
race with RMVR.  It's time to move, but I have too 
many race cars now and this car needs to find a new 
home. I guess I’m a production car driver to the end. I 
did a few track days here in Dallas, but it has mostly 
sat in climate-controlled storage.  I don’t have a 
history of the engine in the car, but it was represented 
to me as freshly rebuilt.  It worked fine for my track 
days.  It has been updated with a Fast Forward dry 
sump pump. 
 
Six extra wheels, all freshly refinished. 
Spare engine with intake (ran when parked) 
Spare nose 
Foam in fuel cell recently replaced 
New gel cell battery 
A few extra spare parts 

 
Car could be run as a S-2000 or as with the addition 
of a Cosworth YAC head and intake as a B/CSR.  
You could probably do the same with a more highly 
prepared Pinto from Esslinger, but as a S-2000 with a 
competent driver, it should run at the front.  Car is in 
Dallas, but I can deliver to Denver. 
 
$19,500 
 
Thanks 
Mike  
214-477-2677 
mikeh307@gmail.com 

mailto:mikeh307@gmail.com


For Sale: 
1977 MRA Riley FSV. Roller Chassis 
w/Hewland Trans and all Body work.1700 
CC VW Water cooled Engine is seized and 
removed from chassis. 4 spare wheels, 
exhaust, side draft Webers Originally 
designed by Bob Riley. $8000 

 

 

 

1965 Moodini BSR (Copy of 
Lotus 23B) Built by Dave 
Moothart. 1600cc Crossflow 
Engine in car has spun rod 
bearing.  Spare 1600 cc 
Crossflow Engine comes with 
Sale, 2 Race weekends on it. 
Slick Tires with 1 1/2 Race 
weekends, Mounted Rain Tires, 
Spare 4 American  Mag wheels with old tires. Body Molds for Lotus 23B, 5 speed Hewland MK6, 
Side Draft Webers.  $40,000 

 

1971 Crossle 20F FF -  Front 
Shocks need a rebuild, Needs 
New Belts, Spare Set of 
Revolution Wheels with used 
Hoosiers, Spare Exhaust, 
Spare front Lower A Arms and 
RR Lower A Arm. Needs new 
belts. $15,000 

 

Mike Moothart- 303-638-4737 



Trailer Canopy 

• Shelter Systems brand 16’x10’ canopy system. 
• Includes bracket that bolt to side of the trailer.  
• Includes the PVC pipe and plastic tote to hold everything.  
• The silver canopy has special re-enforced corners.  
• Easy to set up and take down.  
• Call Lynn 303 263-7920 or email lpfangue@gmail.com 
• $100  

 

 

mailto:lpfangue@gmail.com
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Vintage Race Events Just Beyond RMVR’s Horizon 

 

2026 VSCDA CALENDAR 
DATE  
    TRACK 
 
Jan 15-February 14, 2026  
     VSCDA Discounted Membership 
May 13-14,2026 
     Spring Brake Drivers School 
May 15-17, 2026  
     Gingerman Race Weekend 
June 19-21, 2026  
     Blackhawk Classic 
August 14-16,2026 
     Grattan Grand Prix 
Sept 18-20, 2026  
     Ariens Art on Wheels Presented by VSCDA at  
      Road America 
Oct 9-11,2026  
      Ozark International Raceway 
November 7, 2026  
      Annual Board Meeting Banquet TBA 

  
 
 




