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Board Meetings will be typically held the 3rd Tuesday of the month, 6:45 to 8:30 PM, (New Time). The Board Meeting location is: 
Various locations & via teleconference 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: RMVR c/o Linae Schakel, RMVR Administrator 

Mailing: 7082 Piute Dr, Sedalia, CO 80135    phone (303) 319-3062 email- admin@rmvr.com 

 
BREAKING NEWS!!! 

 
The 2024 Race Against Kids’ Cancer was 
another fantastic event but a very “HOT” 
one, with temps once again in the upper 
90’s, some severe weather, lots of car 
issues, and some folks dealing with 
wildfires back home.   
 
We have some very “COOL” and exciting 
news for next year’s RAKC.   
 
SAVE THE DATE:  September 27-28, 2025! 
 
That’s right.  We are excited to announce 
that we will be having next year’s annual 
RAKC event at HPR during Colorado’s much 
cooler, beautiful, and colorful fall.   
 
Mark the date on your calendar now, and 
plan to join us for a fantastic, cool fall race 
weekend!! 

New Members 
 
RMVR wishes to announce the following new 
members!  Welcome to each of you.  We hope you 
will take full advantage of your membership, all the 
club activities, and the camaraderie of your fellow 
members.   Please help us in welcoming these fine 
Vintage Racers!  
 
● John Ross - Bonita Springs, FL 

Board Meeting Information 
 

Next Board Meeting: 
Hybrid Meeting Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

In Person:  
Morgan Adams Foundation Offices 

5303 East Evans Suite 200 
Denver, CO 80222 

Online: Zoom 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88255927719?pw
d=dXhHYi9PZ0pGRlF0SmFJaTJJbllCZz09 

Meeting ID:  882 5592 7719 
Passcode: 226083 

6:45P to Approx 8:30P 
 
Alternately, if you do have the Zoom application, 
you can join the meeting from within your Zoom 
app using the meeting's Meeting ID: 882 5592 
7719 and Passcode: 226083 
Please note meeting ID and Passcode now 
DOES NOT change every month. 
** Quick Note—Board meetings will typically 
be held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month. ** 
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2024 RAKC is a Wrap 
The heat was on for the 14th annual Race Against Kids’ Cancer (RAKC) benefiting 

The Morgan Adams Foundation.  This year’s theme was “Born in the USA”, 

featuring the Big Bore American-made muscle cars that are always a crowd 

favorite!   

This year’s event provided spectators the opportunity to watch 137 registered 

vintage cars and 144 racers across five different race groups battle it out all weekend long.  

Anthony Olissoff got the award for coming the longest distance--he brought his Formula 

Junior all the way from New Zealand to race with us!   

In addition to fantastic vintage racing, fun was had by all at Saturday night’s after-race 

festivities, with a fantastic BBQ dinner provided by Noble Casings, Inc., an amazing silent 

auction that included some great booze and some pretty amazing American racing 

collectables and memorabilia, and incredible blues music from the popular band Vince 

Converse and Big Brother.  And of course, the track tours in HPR’s “little green bus” with a 

shot of Stranahan’s!  So much fun! 

The Ticket-to-Ride is always a crowd pleaser, and we had some gorgeous sports and race 

cars giving at-speed track rides to spectators.  Based on the smiles, I’m pretty sure everyone 

had a great time!   

Pro driver Randy Pobst especially had fun during the weekend, not only giving lunch rides to 

spectators, but also getting the opportunity to race a couple cars—including Frank Albert’s 

1967 MG B GT and Steve Barkley’s 1969 Winkelmann WDF-1 Formula Ford--to stick some 

smoking laps and shock the heck out of some of the other FF racers!!  What a hoot! 

New this year, we had K4CO radio live streaming from HPR all weekend long, providing their 

listening audience real-time coverage of our racing, providing expanded visibility and 

awareness about our RMVR club,  We also had a new food tent selling cotton candy and 

funnel cakes, a fan favorite of kids of all ages!  

The Formula Ford group honored long-time RMVR racer Bob Alder with the coveted “Formula 

Ford World Champion of the Whole Freakin’ Universe” for his years of outstanding support of 



the Formula Ford group and RMVR overall, his embodiment of our vintage racing spirit, and 

his years of generosity and support of our RAKC event.  Congrats Bob!   

So far, this year’s event has raised $173,417, which includes $21,500 from a Bring-a-Trailer 

Charity auction of a 1973 Elden Mk 10 Formula Ford that was generously donated by an 

RMVR member.  In addition to the proceeds from the car, the winning bidder made an 

additional cash donation to MAF! A win-win-win for all involved.  

To date, RMVR’s RAKC event has raised over $2.25 Million benefiting The Morgan Adams 

Foundation to help fund life-saving research, new lab equipment and better treatments for 

kids and young adults battling cancer.   

Another Race Against Kids’ Cancer is in the books, and we are so grateful to all of those who 

participated by racing, volunteering, donating, and sponsoring, as well as the doctors and 

researchers who work tirelessly in the fight against kids’ cancer.   

See you next year.  Same Place.  New date:  September 27-28, 2025. 
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Help Wanted @ RMVR 
 
RMVR finds itself with a need to fill two mission critical positions: 
 
Treasurer-Jon Whitely will not be seeking another term as Treasurer.  His term is expiring at 
the end of 2024.  In the interim, Jon has agreed to continue serving as Treasurer until a right 
person within the club is found to take over this position.  The Treasurer works with the entire 
board to safeguard the club's assets and to promote sound fiscal management of the club.  They 
administer the club's bank accounts and pay all bills in a timely fashion. This position is 
charged with managing the club's general liability insurance as well as the individual event 
insurance policies and works with the President to oversee track rental contracts and 
emergency services contracts for the club's race events.  Knowledge of Quickbooks and Excel 
spreadsheets helpful, simple accounting skills, bank reconciliations, etc.  Having some 
background in running a small business would be helpful. For a detailed job description check 
out the RMVR Operations Manual for this position. 
 
Administrator- Linae Schakel was planning to step down at the end of 2024 as the club 
administrator.  As of the Sept 18th board meeting, Linae has indicated that she would like to 
continue to serve as administrator from the organization and paperwork standpoint, but that 
she and Eric would not like to have to be at every race handling the on-site registration on 
Friday afternoons and Saturday mornings as the two of them would like to travel more during 
their retirement.  As it stands right now, Linae typically opens up registration from 3-6 PM on 
Friday's and from 7 to 9 am on Saturday mornings during the race weekends.  We can get by 
with a part-time worker or volunteer to handle the on-site registration on Fridays and Saturdays 
provided this person is willing to coordinate with Linae.  Linae has been great to work with 
during my time in the club.  If a person is willing to transition to administrator as a result of 
working with Linae and understanding the admin function, this would even be better.  This 
position is the club's only paid position and reports to the President and Treasurer.  The 
administrator is an independent contractor to the club because it is a part time job. The 
administrator serves as a central clearing point and liaison for incoming inquiries, maintains 
the club database records through processing of dues and memberships, medical records and 
licenses, processes race entries, handles race administration duties and provides on-site 
registration and assists the Chiefs of Specialty and Board of Directors as requested.  See 
Operations Manual for further duties.  
 
Both positions are vital to RMVR’s ability to function.  If you have an interest in either position 
please contact Jon, Linae or Steve Mercer. 
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A plaque recently commissioned and placed in the Pavilion, at High Plains 
Raceway, honoring our own Bill Howard  

The Pumpkin Spice Nationals 
 
Join RMVR October 5-6, 2024, for the Pumpkin Spice Nationals at the Pueblo Motorsports Park, honoring 
the most ridiculous over-reach of this country's marketing monsters. 
 
If we get a minimum of 75 entries to sign up, we will have Chad's band back to play, so folks, let’s get signed 
up!  
 
A Saturday evening dinner and social is being planned.  Details to follow…….. 
 
We will have the usual 20-minute sessions with slightly shorter practice and qualifying. There is also a lapping 
day available on Friday through PMP. All 5 run groups of course.  
 
We will be taking entries for most ridiculous Pumpkin Spice product (Actual Product or a picture of an ad for 
said item).  The best REAL product and the best Fake product will receive an award Saturday night.  
 
Gary Merrifield 
Pumpkin Spice Nationals Race Chair 
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Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
Hybrid Meeting Tuesday, August 20, 2024   

In Person: Morgan Adams Foundation, 5303 E. Evans, Suite 200 
80222 

Online: Zoom 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88255927719?pwd=dXhHYi9PZ0pGRlF0SmFJaTJJ

bllCZz09 
Meeting ID:  882 5592 7719 

Passcode:  226083 
6:45P to Approx 8:30P 

 
 
1. Call to Order President Steve Mercer 6:48 PM 
2. Roll Call 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Approval of July 16, 2024 Meeting Minutes—Brad Z. 
       MOTION to approve Mintes by Steve Murphy, 2nd Jeff Keacher – APPROVED 
unanimously. 
4. Treasurer’s Report – Jon Whiteley is out of the country – financials are included 

in board packet 
      Current funds balance $131,708.21. P&L Y-T-D $22,901.79. 
  

X  Steve Mercer - President   Eric Ladner - President 
Elect 

X  Chris Danforth-Past 
President 

  Jon Whiteley-Treasurer 

X  Brad Zieg-Secretary X  George Curl 
X  Jeff Keacher   Jonathan Lane 
X  Sean Beever X  Steve Murphy 
  Tom Penewell   
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5. Chiefs of Specialties Reports   
Chief Steward – Chad Wight 
  RMVR is Vintage Spirit 
  Discussion of heat and drivers’ 
making good                decisions. 
  Marie Stiles observed some drivers 
expressed heat distress at RAKC. 

 Van and Equipment – Eric Ladner 

CDI – Nathan Down Marketing and Media - Ed Johnson, 
Tom Penewell  

Flagging and Communication – Lisa 
Williams 
   Volunteers are set for LaJunta. 

Eligibility – Nick Hill 

Timing and Scoring – Austin Fay 
   We have all necessary equipment. 

IT – Matt Ammer / Tyler Hicks-Wright 
/ L Ahearn 

Pit and Grid – Mike Drury Messenger – John Mihalich 
Tech – Marie Stiles VMC – Bob Alder 
Starter – Patrick Fay RMVR Historian – Vacant 
Social CAMA – Bob Darcey 

6.  Special order upcoming events and discussions  
• Calendar Year 2025 – Race Events (Eric Ladner – President – Elect) 
• Discussion of moving RAKC event to 40th weekend of the year 2025 – Oct 4-5 

SM and EL 
a. 40th weekend at HPR would be cooler. Conflicts with Hallett race weekend. 
b. CVAR might move their event to a different weekend. 
c. Bob Darcey could check if MRA could move weekend up one week. 

7. Unfinished Business 
• Update on potential Winter Park Race – Granby RMVR Car Show this past 

weekend 
o In holding pattern, hoping to hear more next week. 
o 25 years later people are still talking about Steamboat races! 
o Marie noted Toyota is official vehicle of Winter Park – potential sponsor? 
o The Granby car show was a SUCCESS! We are going to do it again next 

year. 
• Informational update on Minors with Provisional Licenses and minors being on 

pre-grid – Majority Written Consent executed by majority of board members. 
Approved resolution regarding this matter so that it was made effective before 
the Race Against Kids Cancer earlier this month. 
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8. New Business 
• Feasibility of doing a Formula B Run Group for a Special Event – perhaps 

summer HPR date 2025 – Idea suggested by David Irwin [1st Race Chair RAKC]. 
Steve Mercer says “engage”. 

• Discussion and feasibility of forming a committee to evaluate appropriate level 
of volunteers needed for RMVR events (2 boards members, steward(s) and 
F&C), 

a. Pg. 38 Ops Manual: minimum 25 workers, plus corner workers etc. 
b. Lisa Williams has volunteer numbers for each track configuration, will be 

sent to Mercer. With MotorsportsReg Admin is getting more interest from 
volunteers. 

c. Mercer is concerned about running the last 2 events, not running a negative 
income. LaJunta breakeven is 40 entries. 

• Discussion of CDI’s ability to waive corner working requirement for 
Competition License in cases where folks have volunteered numerous times 
before attending competition driving school. 

a. Mercer: this really is CDI’s call. 
b. Williams: where is the disconnect? Flagging and Comm signs off logbook 

for volunteer work. 
c. The purpose is twofold: number of volunteers and new driver’s experience 

on a corner. 
d. Consensus of the Board is this is at the discretion of CDI. 

9. Other Discussion Items from the Board / Participants 
10. Motion to Adjourn by Steve Murphy 8:43 PM. 
 
NEXT MEETING   
Tuesday – September 17, 2024 6:45PM  
Meeting Venue: Morgan Adams Foundation Offices 
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September 2024 President's Message 
 
Hello fellow RMVR members!  
 
We just finished the Tumbleweed Challenge Grand Prix in La Junta this past Saturday and Sunday Sept 
7th and 8th.  A fun time was had by all who attended.  Open wheel cars made up the bulk of the entries 
for this event and Steve Murphy did a great job of organizing and staffing the event and Alan Lassater 
is such a great host.  The weather was perfect all weekend and track conditions were excellent.  There 
were no significant incidents at LaJunta. 
 
Jon Whiteley has just finished the financials last week and it looks like the event only lost about $886.  
If Steve and Jean had not made a $2,000 donation to the club expressly for this race event, the club would 
have lost $2,886. Steve and Jean thank you both for your generosity and contributions to RMVR.  You 
both have great hearts and are very selfless in every way.  Be sure to thank them as well as our volunteers 
who make our events possible folks. 
 
We’re now down to the Pumpkin Spice Nationals at Pueblo on October 5th and 6th and Gary Merrifield 
is chairing this event for us.  The weather should be perfect for this event and I encourage folks to 
participate in this event.  This will be the final local RMVR event for the season.  So far we have about 
45 entries.  Folks we picked this date because it was after the Pueblo Chili Festival. Hotel rates would 
have been double or triple what we will pay this weekend.  Please considering registering for the event! 
 
The following weekend we also have the opportunity to try out Ozarks International Raceway with the 
co-branded RMVR, CVAR and VSCDA Thunder in the Ozarks on October 11th through 13th at Ozarks 
International Raceway.  All of these events should be great and make it a busy fall schedule for us with 
an element of cooler weather coming to us.  
 
We’re also getting to that time of year to start thinking of filling board positions so I would encourage 
folks to consider joining the board.  We are looking for ideas and ways to increase participation at our 
events, including expanding eligibility and finding ways to attract younger people to the sport.   
 
We have a lot of new opportunities including the potential to create a street race in Winter Park and we 
now officially have September 27th and 28th of 2025 for the Race Against Kids’ Cancer. 
 
As I mentioned last month, Linae Schakel will be stepping down as administrator at the end of the year 
and Jon Whiteley will be stepping down as Treasurer.  Both of these positions are critical to making the 
club run smoothly so please thank both of them for their service when you see them next.  If you think 
you have organizational skills and accounting skills to help out with these positions, please reach out to 
me, Linae or Jon.   
 
If you would be interested in joining the board next year and/or working as the club’s administrator, 
please reach out to me or any other member of the board. 
 
Sincerely 
Steve Mercer  2024 RMVR President    president | rmvr | com 
 



Behind the Flags 
Interview with RMVR worker Official Starter 
Arthur Santomango  
Picture:  Arthur Santomango 
Author:  Ed Johnson  
 
Many workers and drivers will argue and disagree regarding who is the most important 
individual during a “normal” race event. Besides officially dropping the green flag that 
initiates the competitive spectacle, this race official also concludes the event by waiving the 
checkered flag sending every racer into the cool 
down lap before heading back to the paddock.  Being 
the official RMVR starter since 2009, Arthur 
Santomango will explain that it’s a lot more than 
waiving the start and finish flags as the starter is also 
responsible of monitoring the official starting lineup 
that requires proper side by side alignment and 
vehicle spacing before hitting official timer as all of 
the races are considered to be a “timed” event.  
With all of the possible accidents and on-track 
excitement, it’s also possible to lose one’s focus of 
who is actually leading the race! After discussion 
with many RMVR drivers and workers, the 
consensus is that the official RMVR starter, Arthur 
Santomango, is performing his duties extremely well.  

Arthur was born and raised in the north shore of Boston Massachusetts in the Lynn area.  
Being the son of an Italian custom upholstery craftsman. He had many close family cousins 
living in neighborhood that always led to many lively, Sunday dinners. When asked about his 
childhood, he will admit to his rebellious ways within many of his activities, while always 
maintaining two or three steps ahead of a possible bad outcome.  Arthur enjoyed the 
electronics field and was involved in three years of high school electrical courses then taking 
him to a private electronics tech school afterwards that coincided with his vision of being an 
electronics engineer. As fate would have it, Arthur was forced out of the electronics tech 
school and he was recruited into the Army in 1965.  After basic training at Leonard Wood, 
MO., he was transferred to Ft Gordon, GA where he was able to maneuver within the system 
to the applied aviation electronics field. Here, he worked on communications equipment for 
the various helicopters for the Army. The next stop for Arthur was Viet Nam where he 
maintained mostly Hueys and Cobras.  In 1968 he landed at Hunter Army Airfield in Savannah, 



(cont.) Arthur Santomango) 

Ga. This is when he started his love of sports cars. Arthur decided to leave the Army in 
December 1968. 

As his professional job search continued after his military departure, Arthur landed a position 
with Ratheon in the Boston area.  Because of his vast electrical experience in the avionics 
field, he was selected to spend his time improving many of their military defense systems but 
his focus in particular was on their Surface to Air Missile (SAM) system. During this time in 
1969, his electronics skills were recognized by an Italian aerospace privateer named Claudio 
Leonessa where the company’s key projects were related to satellite weather imaging 
globally. This work effort continued until 1971 where Arthur joined forces with New England 
Bell.  From this position, he was able to transfer to AT&T at their Denver operation in 1978.  
During these days, digital data transmission played a key role as the world evolved into high 
tech computerization and communication. Arthur evolved with this field and retired after 
thirty years of service.  

Arthur’s automotive interests for the most part were reading magazines and articles without 
having any “hands on” types of work.  In 1968, he purchased a 1965 MGB (Morris Garages).  
His first driving lesson in the MGB by a friend showing him just how it should run while being 
in the military in Savannah, he was ticketed by the MP’s (note: radar detectors were not 
around in 1971). He was very proud of the fact that on one of his first trips driving the car led 
to a failed water pump.  Without complaining, Arthur rolled up his sleeves and performed a 
water pump R & I all by himself. From here, Arthur learned to drive the MGB at competitive 
speeds at the old Roebling Road Racetrack just outside of Savannah. Also, at this racetrack, 
Arthur performed corner work and entered A driver’s schools and several gymkana events.  
When Arthur left the military and went back to live in the Boston area, he drove in several 
rallies in the New England area.  In 1991, Arthur was associated with the SCCA and worked 
corners, attended their driver’s and safety schools.  In 1992, he attended the first Denver 
Grand Prix.  Having earned his special worker credential with the SCCA, he worked at several 
IMSA race events and Trans Am races.  His worker resume also includes four years of the 
Petite LeMans at Road Atlanta and Indy Cars as well as F1 events at various tracks across the 
country.  With regard to the RMVR association, in 1992 Dave Gurka invited him to attend the 
vintage race at Steamboat Springs. Since then, Arthur has been a regular participant at RMVR 
race functions.   

With regard to offering open and free advice to any worker or driver, Arthur explained that 
if one is NOT having fun performing a task, it is surely time to quit. Looking back, I am sure 
that many of the readers could have used this advice!   

Thanks Arthur!     

  



Behind the Flags 
Interview with RMVR Driver, Past President & Board 
Member Jeff Payne 
Pictures:  Mike Rogers / Jeff Payne 
Author:  Jeff Payne / Ed Johnson  
 
While competing on track in the Mid/Big Bore group, you may have been 
passed by the blue #26 Shelby Cobra Daytona replica. It can be assured that 
the late Bob Bondurant was not present but the driver, Jeff Payne is 
carrying on the legacy by sporting the same number that Bondurant’s car 
wore when he won the world GT championship on July 4th, 1965 at Reims, 
France. 

Jeff is a Colorado native, born in Denver and raised in Arvada and Golden. 
Growing up in a blended family with six brothers and sisters, things were 
usually chaotic. Jeff’s escape was motorcycles and cars. The idea of going 
fast germinated with the first motorcycle, a well used Kawasaki 90 that his 
father brought home when he was 12. More time was spent disassembling 
and reassembling that bike than was necessary, but it fostered a lifetime 
gearhead mentality! As a teen, Jeff played with dirt bikes and did a bit of 
Motocross racing. 

Other bikes he owned were a Yamaha CT-1, a Penton Jackpiner and two Montesa Capra’s, a 250 
and a 360. All four boys in the family were also into cars and they were all in high school at the same 
time. The house looked like a used car lot, with each kid having at least one if not two broken down 
cars parked out front. He says, “be glad you didn’t live next door”! Back in the mid-seventies around 
the “gas crisis”, muscle and sports cars were just affordable used cars and Mr. Payne wasted no 
time sampling what was available to a kid washing dishes at Rolling Hills Country Club. The first was 
Triumph TR-4A with some bent pushrods that he purchased at 15 and repaired in time to drive it 
when he got his license at 16. Next came a ’68 Firebird 350 4-speed, a ’67 Chevelle SS396 4-speed, 
a ’69 Fiat 124 Sport Coupe, another Triumph, this one a ’64 TR-4, a finally a ’68 Plymouth GTX 440. 

In 1976, Jeff moved to Fort Collins to attend college at CSU. Spirited driving in that 440 GTX resulted 
in a temporary loss of driving privileges, so that car was sold in favor of a ’64 Chevy C20 Pickup with 
a 283! After graduating with a degree in Industrial Construction Management in 1981, Jeff accepted 
a job in the California bay area. As a young single man with a steady income, he proceeded to 
acquire more cars and motorcycles including his first brand new car, a 1983 Z-28 Camaro, which he 
ordered from the factory with a 5-speed and no AC. He notes that is wasn’t very fast by todays 
standards but it was cool at the time. After that it was early Bronco’s including a ’69 and ’74. Jeff 



(cont.) Jeff Payne) 
 

was married in 1986, promptly started a family and moved to San Diego. With a wife, two young 
kids and a career, the car hobby was put on hold but Jeff carried on with other, more physical 
pursuits, notably, distance running and bicycle racing. That went on for more than 25 years along 
with a lifetime passion for skiing. Now in retirement, he still skis 30-40 days a year.After the kids 
were raised, Jeff was able to think about internal combustion engine powered hobbies again. This 
started with a ’69 El Camino, which was a nice hot rod and evolved into a drag racer. Jeff used to 
spend a lot of Friday nights at Bandimere! His claim to fame is the $37 check he received for making 
it to the quarterfinals one night. He never cashed that check! Another big accomplishment over the 
course of about 250 drag strip passes was 3 perfect lights (that’s a .000 reaction time, this is akin to 
a hole-in-one of the golf course). Jeff may still be drag racing except for one fateful day in 2010, 
when JP Griffith, another long time RMVR member, who Jeff knew through the construction 
industry, asked if he had any interest in being on a “Lemons” team. So, long story short, they and 
two others formed a race team and campaigned a 1996 Saab 9000 Turbo, which they purchased for 
$300. The team was solid, but the car, while fast and efficient, lacked in the reliability department. 
They either won or broke while running up front! Their biggest victory came at a 24 hour 
“Chumpcar” event at PPIR in 2011. 

That was a full 24 hours, not two day shifts. He states that there is nothing like running over 300 
laps at PPIR, many of them at night! 

After that experience the hook was set, road racing is where it’s at! Drag racing is fun but mostly 
involves waiting. Jeff purchased his Daytona, which was a streetcar at the time, and attended the 
RMVR Precision School in 2012. The next year he showed up for the Competition school with his 
1969 Pontiac Firebird in which he earned his provisional license. Jeff competed in the Firebird for 
many years and occasionally ran the Daytona in the Exhibition class.  

Realizing that the 2400 lb. Daytona is an easier car to 
wrestle around than the 3300 lb. F- Body he finally 
sold the Firebird to Brandon Sumner about 5 years 
ago. Jeff noted that the car is way prettier now than 
when he owned it! 

In 2017 Jeff ran for and was elected to the RMVR 
Board of Directors, where he served 2 years. In 2019 
he was elected President and served three years as 
President-Elect, President and Past-President. His 
year as President was in 2020, right as the pandemic 

was kicking into high gear. He related stories about learning to hold remote meetings and struggling 
to keep us racing! There was much uncertainty at the time and many events were cancelled. Kudo’s 



(cont.) Jeff Payne) 
 

to LaJunta Raceway for being one of the first tracks in the country to open up and allow us to return 
to racing! 

Jeff wants to add that clubs around the country are struggling to maintain membership and fill their 
grids. The answer of course is to attract new members. If you are a older member of our community, 
remember back to your formative years and the cars you liked. Those are likely the cars you own 
and race today. Younger people feel the same way. They want to race the cars they grew up with. 
That means changing the way we look at eligibility. Jeff feels that RMVR has to allow newer cars. 
Along with them will come younger drivers, thus ensuring the future of our club. 

When requested to offer advice to new members, Jeff says to get involved with the club and learn 
how things work, learn who does what and understand what a huge village it takes to put on our 
events. If you’re a driver, volunteer from time to time, work a corner, attend a board meeting, chair 
an event, get to know people outside your run group, make a difference. Oh, and one more thing, 
learn to heel-toe, it will make you a better driver! 

Jeff, in light of the close RMVR connection, thanks for serving as President and on the Board! 

 



8 

 

 
  

Chief Steward’s Report    “LaJunta Tumbleweed Challenge”     
09-10-24 
 
The Tumbleweed Challenge at LaJunta Raceway went off without an incident or penalty, according 
to Race Steward, Branden Sumner.  The weekend provided good value with lots of track time.  
Branden worked with Race Chair, Steve Murphy to create a schedule of 6 races for 3 Run Groups. 
This allowed 120 minutes of racing time, plus 30 minutes of practice and qualifying.  Friday “Track 
Day” was available for just $100.  The weekend progressed as scheduled with only 2 minor delays.  
One was due to a timing system malfunction in the track that was quickly repaired.  There was also a 
black flag when radio contact was temporarily down.  There were 2 cars that broke down, but quickly 
pulled off track.  No wheels were lost from race cars, so Niel McCready’s record still stands for 
sending a Panasport ¼ mile north onto the airport runway.  Branden said the steak dinner was 
fantastic, especially the Jalapeno Mac and Cheese.  The skeleton crew of volunteers did a fantastic 
job and got a compliment from Track Manager, Allan Lasater.  We look forward to seeing you at 
Pueblo for our season finale.       
 
Respectfully, 
Chad Wight, Chief Steward as reported by Branden Sumner      
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Driver Sanctions- updated August 8, 2024 
Event Name Incident Penalty Remaining    

Notes 
PPIR 
05/02/21 

Mike Wolther Class 3 M2M Car to 
barrier #47 Blk/Yel FF 

4 event probation 

Pueblo 
09/25/21 

RB Wright Class 3 M2M; SR #48 4 event probation 

Pueblo 
06/04/22 

Stefan Schluter Class 2 M2M; #77 MB 2 event probation 

Pueblo 
06/04/22 

Chris Davidson Class 4 M2M; #21  2 event probation  

HPR 
08/31/22 

Chris Redd Class 2 M2M; #125 1 event probation 

HPR 
08/31/22 

Jared Hindman Class 1 M2M; #711 1 event probation 

HPR 
08/31/22 

Lynn Fangue Class 3 M2M; #11 
(OAD) 

2 event probation 

Pueblo 
06/24/23 

Robert Ewers Class 1 OAD causing 
damage to another car 

1 event probation 

HPR 
07/30/23 

Greg Carpenter Class 2 Lack of sit. 
awareness causing 
damage to another car 

1 event probation 

HPR 
08/03/24 

Peter Jones Class 3, OAD causing 
damage to another car 

2 event Suspension 

HPR 
08/04/24 

Tom Ragonetti Class 2, Lack of Sit. 
Awareness causing 
minor damage 

3 event Probation 

Key: OAD= Over-
Aggressive Driving 

M2M= Metal-to-Metal Class 1,2,3,4 = Level of 
severity 

In lieu of penalty, drivers are invited to volunteer as Corner Marshals for one or more 
weekends.  To be properly credited, a driver must sign-up, show-up, & report to the race 
steward.  For further detail on infractions, see Operations Manual, Appendix J: p.46-49 
(Updated 03/28/21)  
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  RMVR is Looking for Timing & Scoring Team Members! 
 
BUT FIRST, A HUGE THANKS: 
RMVR is grateful to have had Frank and Salina Leslie running Timing and Scoring continuously 
since 2012.  The duo will continue doing our events in 2024 through the Race Against Kid's 
Cancer.   THANK YOU, Frank and Salina, for your outstanding service to our club!  The Leslies are 
planning to move out of state in late 2024. Join us in wishing them the best in their future endeavors, 
and please offer your thanks when you see them at our remaining 2023 events. They will both be 
greatly missed. 
 
THE NEED GOING FORWARD: 
T&S has new leadership, but we still need volunteers to help! If you are proficient with computers 
and can attend the majority of RMVR events, consider joining the T&S team! You'll get to help set 
up and operate the T&S system, post results, and deliver grid sheets. It's a great place to be if you 
don't want to be out on the track and have little racing experience. 
  
And did we mention that T&S has the best seat in the house, up close to the action, snacks galore 
from the Control team, and almost always featuring Air Conditioning? 
  
If you are considering volunteering, please email Austin Fay at austin@austinfay.com. Austin will 
get back with you regarding next steps. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
If you race with RMVR, you’re likely aware your race car has a transponder, a small device that 
sends a discrete electronic signal toward the track surface. Modern race tracks all have a wire 
loop embedded near the start/finish line that receives these signals from passing race cars. 
For the driver, these invisible signals manifest themselves in printed finish sheets for each run 
group during a race weekend. The really intent drivers and crews can track individual laps via 
mobile device apps such as Speedhive. It’s almost magic.  This convenience is brought to you by 
RMVR’s Timing & Scoring folks! 
 
HOW IT WORKS: 
The Timing Scoring folks are the keepers of the two laptops and signal interpreter hardware boxes, 
with a couple of printers thrown in for the old-fashioned paper printouts. Before each race, T&S 
receives the final run groups, and confirms the transponder for each entrant. This is set into the race 
program and uploaded into the special MyLaps software. 
 
At the track, the equipment is set up in the track’s Control area and hooked to the track timing 
loop. Track Wi-Fi is accessed, and with the connections established, the morning warm up session 
allows confirmation of the individual transponders as the cars lap the track. There are always a few 
last-minute adjustments, a failed transponder or incorrect number to deal with, but then it’s smooth 
motoring... 
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2024 RMVR Fast Formula 
and Sports Racer Invitational 

 
Background: Rocky Mountain Vintage Racing 
(RMVR) recognizes there is an abundance of 
interesting, older formula and sports racer cars that 
are too new for logbooks from many Vintage clubs 
(including RMVR), yet no longer competitive in 
modern racing. For the 2024 season, RMVR 
invites these formula and sports racer cars and 
drivers to come race with us! 
 
RMVR will be offering an invitational run group 
called "Fast Formula & SR Cars". The decision has 
been made by the RMVR Board of Directors to 
offer dedicated grid and race sessions for these 
cars, rather than combining them with existing 
established grids for the FV and FF/CF cars. 
RMVR has committed to having these sessions at 
most of our 2024 events, two at High Plains 
Raceway and two at Pueblo Motorsports Park. 
 
Link to more details:  
https://conta.cc/46LcUat  

Annual Tech 2024 
 
Tech stickers have been sent to all tech 
inspectors and they are ready to help you 
out.  
 
Tech inspectors, if you need more 
stickers just reach out to Marie.  
 
Additional Tech Inspection information, 
a list of Tech Inspectors and locations 
can be found on the RMVR website at: 
 

https://rmvr.com/race-with-us/tech/ 

Didja Know??? 
 
High Plains Raceway offers an Open 
Lapping Days Unlimited Season Pass???  
One payment of $1500 allows you to attend 
EVERY HPR Open Lapping Day (cars 
and/or bikes) held during the 2024 season 
(events designated as “tentative” are 
included, but may still be canceled subject 
to the normal weather and attendance 
requirements). Details and fine print here.  
Something to think about for next year!  
Support our Racetrack! 
  

 
Behind the Flags 
 
Is a new column that will introduce, in 
greater depth, an RMVR member or two 
to the greater RMVR Family.  Giving 
insight as to who they are, how they got 
here and where they’re going. 
 
Look for the nest installments in this 
issue of the Vintage Messenger! 
 
Your turn is coming! 

https://conta.cc/46LcUat
https://rmvr.com/race-with-us/tech/
https://www.highplainsraceway.com/open-lapping-days/open-lapping-days-unlimited-season-pass/
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Classifieds 
 

For Sale: 1969 Boss 302 Mustang Race Car 
Genuine factory Boss 302 (#7 of 1629 built in 
1969).  Raced in RMVR for 15 years with 
numerous class and big bore run group wins. 
Race-prepared by Walt and Chip Hane.  
Completely sorted and ready to race. Genuine 
Boss 302 engine, 4-speed “toploader” 
transmission, Ford 9” full floater rear end. Four 
wheel disc brakes. Sale includes numerous 
spares including most removed factory 
components.  Asking $55,000. Call 303 973 
6303 or contact geospeed617@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

 
For Sale Transport Trailer: Steel frame, 16’x7’ steel diamond plate deck, dual axel, electric brakes, height 
adjustable hitch, bob tail and steel ramps.  Well maintained with fully functional brake, signal, and running lights. 
$3,500 with title. Hauled coast to coast, safe and reliable. Keith Davidson 720-387-9339.     
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Wanted used L20B motor: Looking for rebuildable Datsun/Nissan L20B 4 cylinder 2 liter motor with cylinder 
head. Came in various Datsun cars and trucks from 1974-1985. Will consider entire vehicle if has suitable motor. 
Mark Robinson (303)520-4190 Mtrobinson272@yahoo.com 
 
For Sale: Three 5 gallon Scribner brand fuel jugs with caps. Gallon markings 
on sides. No leaks. Scribner brand race fuel funnel with screen. Compare to new at 
$40+ each. Selling for $15 each, or all 4 pieces for $40. Pick up in Aurora near Gun 
Club Road and Alameda Avenue. Call or text Mark at (303)520-4190. 
 
  

mailto:Mtrobinson272@yahoo.com
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For Sale: One pair CIPA brand custom towing mirrors 
(CIPA part #10501 & 10502).Slides and clamps over 
factory existing mirrors. Fits most '98-'03 Ram, Dakota, 
Durango and Van. See box photo for application chart. 
Very stable and gives great view. Great used 
condition.  Compare to new at $47+/pair, selling for 
$15/pair. Pick up in Aurora near Gun Club Road and 
Alameda. Mark (303)520-4190 
       
 
For Sale: Passenger side seat out of (I'm told) '89-'97 first gen Miata. Black fabric seating surface in excellent 
condition, gray vinyl sides and back in good condition with a few blemishes. Overall very solid, nicely constructed 
seat. Sliders have 5.125" fore/aft adjustment. 32.5" high x 19.25"  wide. Mounting hole bolt pattern 15.75" x 
13.125".  $50. Pick up in Aurora near Gun Club Road and Alameda.  Mark  (303)520-4190 
 
  

       
 
 
For Sale Tilton 3/4" master cylinder kit: Tilton part # 74-750U. Includes unused 3/4" 
master cylinder small and large reservoirs, and remote reservoir fitting. Most factory kit 
parts included as shown. Compare to new on Amazon at $81, sell for $20. Pick up near 
Coolidge and Alameda in Aurora 80018.  Mark  (303)520-4190, 
mtrobinson272@yahoo.com  

 
 
 
For Sale used plastic fluid catch tank. Includes bottom drain valve and bracket for 
mounting. Overall length 11", tank diameter 4". Pick up in Aurora near Coolidge and 
Alameda. $15.  Mark Robinson (303)520-4190 Mtrobinson272@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

 
For Sale 1967 Austin Healey Sprite: 
https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/item/483865620932880 
 
https://cosprings.craigslist.org/cto/d/usaf-academy-1967-austin-
healey-sprite/7770287149.html  

mailto:mtrobinson272@yahoo.com
mailto:Mtrobinson272@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/item/483865620932880
https://cosprings.craigslist.org/cto/d/usaf-academy-1967-austin-healey-sprite/7770287149.html
https://cosprings.craigslist.org/cto/d/usaf-academy-1967-austin-healey-sprite/7770287149.html
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Time to TECH  
 
Before you know it our first race in 2024 will be 
here so make plans to have your car inspected by 
one of 38 RMVR authorized TECH inspectors 
listed on the RMVR web site. If you want to be 
an inspector yourself, simply call Marie Stiles to 
discuss the process. Those of you that are 
currently authorized tech inspectors contact 
Marie to order your stickers. REMEMBER, an 
annual TECH is good for the entire racing 
season. AND Tech inspectors will only inspect a 
car at the track for out of state racers and for 
those in the club that have made previous 
arrangements with TECH for an at track annual 
inspection. 
 

Event Tech Reminder 
…A reminder to all drivers that they must have 
their Annual Tech on file and every race their 
vehicle must be inspected by the owner / driver 
and a tech inspection sheet must be filled out and 
signed to give to tech at registration please and 
thank you. 
 

Equipment Reminder: 
 
Please remember to check the date on your safety 
belts/harnesses.  It's not going to be a good race 
weekend if you are told you can't run as your 
harnesses have expired.  FIA belts are good for five 
years and SFI are good for five years.  Please keep 
Wine Country Motor Sports in mind for all of your 
driver safety gear.  We appreciate your business. 
 
Bonnie   FVEE 88   303-799-6606 
 

Each issue contains: 
Vintage race reports with detailed text, race results and 
award winning photos some double page. Over 110 each 
year. 

• Reports on major concours, vintage rallies, hillclimbs, 
shows, vintage racing schools 

• Car and Driver Tech section on racecraft and prep. 
• Insightful columns about road and oval racing scene 

and its history 
• Feature stories about vintage racers and their cars 
• News about upcoming events: vintage racers, 

concours, rallies, special features. 
• Current month and remaining schedules for vintage 

race weekends, concours, hillclimbs special events 
and feature groups. 

• Major auction reports with detailed info on selected 
cars. 

• Classified racing resources 
• Race cars for sale in Car Gallery 
 
It is all produced by racers and enthusiasts. It 
is the vintage racers favorite for over 33 years. 
 

View the issues for free at 
https://www.victorylane.com/ 

Victory Lane Magazine 
Dan Davis at Victory Lane Magazine is always looking for 
content (articles). They are particularly interested in stuff 
about RMVR, our history, our members, our racetracks, 
racecars, race shops, anything unique that others would be 
interested in reading about. We could really use a good 
(even mediocre) writer or two that would be interested in 
putting something together. I have personally submitted a 
couple of articles to Dan and been published! Just think, 
you could be a big nationally published author! 
 
Please submit articles to me Pres@rmvr.com and I’ll see 
that Dan gets it. 
 
Thanks! 
Steve 

Vintage Messenger Fine Print- Our goal is to publish the Vintage Messenger at the first of 
every month.  If you wish to assure that your information / announcement / ad is included in the Vintage 
Messenger, it should be in the hands of the editor three days before the first of the month. Photos should 
be .jpg or .tiff formats.  Attached files should be in .txt or doc format.  Ads run on a per issue basis.  If 
you wish to have your ad run in subsequent issues, you must re-submit the ad, monthly.  Ads are free for 
members for auto / racing related items.  E-mail to messenger@rmvr.com.  The Editor returns a 
confirmation of E-mail submittals.  If you don’t receive a confirmation E-mail, your submittal probably 
did not get to the Editor.   

https://www.victorylane.com/
https://www.victorylane.com/
mailto:Pres@rmvr.com
mailto:messenger@rmvr.com


15 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In this Issue: 
•  Volunteer News  • 

 
 
 

 

RMVR Website- http://rmvr.com  
 

2024 RMVR Schedule 

October 5-6, 2024 Pueblo Motorsports Park 

October 10-13, 2024 Thunder in the Ozarks 
Ozark International Raceway 
Presented by VSCDA, RMVR and CVAR 
https://vscda.org/vscdaos/page/OzarkIntRace2024  

  

 
Event Registration: Register online 

https://vscda.org/vscdaos/page/OzarkIntRace2024
http://rmvr.com/registration/
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RMVR VOLUNTEER NEWS                          
September 2024 

By Lisa Williams 
 
RMVR Volunteers and Drivers Alike, 
 
A heart-felt thank you to everyone that joined us in LaJunta, CO for the Tumbleweed Grand Prix 
Challenge.  The weekend was a huge success. 
  
Right around the corner on October 5-6, at Pueblo Motorsports Park in pueblo, CO will be the 
Pumpkin Spice Nationals. To sign up, go to www.rmvr.com and register under the Volunteer Tab 
at the top of the page. 
  
Moving forward, I encourage all RMVR Drivers to consider volunteering when they are not racing.  
This is YOUR club!  As such, we all need to build our volunteer base to continue putting on fantastic 
Vintage Racing Events.  Just remember, I give out fun prizes at every turn. 
 
See you at the track, 
Lisa 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FLAGGING & 
COMMUNICATIONS GRID TECH 

Lisa Williams 
672 S. Pine Dr. 

Bailey, CO  80421 
303-257-3557 

marshals@rmvr.com 

Michael Drury 
583 S Everett Ct 

Lakewood, CO 80226 
303-808-4778 

denvertaxman@yahoo.com   

 
Marie Stiles  

tech@rmvr.com  

mailto:marshals@rmvr.com
mailto:denvertaxman@yahoo.com
mailto:tech@rmvr.com



