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Special RAKC Formula Vee 
Anniversary Event 

 
Thanks to all who participated, donated and 
fundraised in this year's Veevergnugen Formula 
Vee Festival!!  What a wonderful event!  Donations 
are still trickling in, but together we raised another 
~$190,000 to help fund pediatric cancer research!!  
WooHoo!   
 
Event highlights, favorite moments and a few fun 
pictures are included in this newsletter. 
 
Start planning for next year!!!  

July 29-30, 2023 

New Members 
 
RMVR wishes to announce the following new 
members!  Welcome to each of you.  We hope you will 
take full advantage of your membership, all the club 
activities, and the camaraderie of your fellow members.   
Please help us in welcoming these fine folks.  
 
●  
 
I’ve had some problems with the New Members 
Report,… if I’ve missed any one, please let me know 
and I’ll welcome you in a future block.  Ed. 

Board Meeting Changes 
 
The dates for the meetings will be the 3rd Wednesday 
of the month.  The time is now 6:30-8:30 PM. With the 
COVID19 situation, the meeting will be via 
teleconference.  Use the link below to join the meeting. 
The link should be sufficient even if you do not have a 
Zoom account or Zoom app on your device: 
 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88255927719?pwd=dXhHYi9PZ
0pGRlF0SmFJaTJJbllCZz09 
 
Alternately, if you do have the Zoom application, you 
can join the meeting from within your Zoom app using 
meeting's the Meeting ID: 882 5592 7719 and 
Passcode: 226083 
 
Please note meeting ID and Passcode now DOES 
NOT change every month and will be valid until we 
go back to in person meetings!!! 

New RMVR Logo Wearables 
 
News Flash! 
  
RMVR polo, tee, and sweatshirts with the new logo 
are now available for purchase through the RMVR 
web site in a special collaboration with Custom Ink. 
  
To learn more, or to place an order, go to RMVR 
Apparel Now Available On Line! | Rocky Mountain 
Vintage Racing . 
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The 2022 RAKC Veevergnügen FV Festival Wrap-Up 

The 12th Annual RAKC was another awesome and very fun event!!  A huge “Thanks” to all who 

participated, donated and fundraised to make this year’s charity event another huge success! 

Below we share some of our event highlights, favorite moments, and fun photos. 

➢ As always, lots of great wheel-to-wheel racing!    

➢ Over 100 cars across 4 groups, including cars towed from 4 or 5 other states!  Not bad 

considering the price of gas! 

➢ Several MAF Ambassadors joined us to enjoy the festivities, get their picture taken sitting 

in race cars and touring the track at high speeds during the Ticket-to-Ride lunch rides! 

➢ The personalized street signs throughout the paddock were a fun touch and raised 

$4,800! 

➢ Lots of folks enjoyed the narrated track and paddock tours in the new green HPR School 

Bus.  The Stranahan tasting was a big hit!! 

➢ Lovely St. Pauli girls showing off their German dirndls and keeping drivers shaded on the 

hot pits! 

➢ A wonderful Biergarten with a few folks dressed in their favorite German attire, great 

German beer and even some crazy dancing to the wonderful live music! 

➢ The lunchtime Ticket-to-Ride extravaganza gave at-speed track rides in some amazing 

sports cars, including Pro driver Randy Pobst driving Steve Hargus’ Mustang.  

➢ We bumped and messed with our friends’ grid position for the Fun’d Race, raising $2,675 

in the GridBidsforKids! 

➢ The new Pit Stop Challenge was fun, but the fastest time went to the Baron’s from CVAR!!  

We’ll need to practice and take home the trophy next year!  

Best of all….together we raised $190,000 to help fund critical lab 

equipment and life-saving pediatric cancer research!!   

And that means that RMVR’s RAKC has donated almost $2 MILLION 

over its 12-year history!!  WooHoo!!   



Well done RMVR!  Until next year, Prost!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

*
******************************************************************************************

* 
Rocky Mountain Vintage Racing, Ltd. 

July 20, 2022 · RMVR Board Meeting 
Hybrid Zoom/In Person Meeting Minutes 

 
Call to order President Eric Schakel 6:30 PM 
1. Roll call of board members 

 
2. Presidents Opening Remarks 

With less than three weeks until the green flag flies, RAKC is following the trend of 10-15% fewer entries per 
event than in 2021. The entry fee increase has kept us cash-positive, but we’re going to have to work hard to 
remain so in the final two races. 

 
3. Approval of June 20, 2022, Meeting Minutes:  

MOTION to accept Branden Sumner, 2nd Robin Newton PASSED - unanimously.  
 
4. Secretary’s Report – Bradley Zieg - See Meeting Minutes approved above. 
 
5. Treasurer’s report - Jon Whiteley - Account balance totals as of June 10, 2022,  

$124,824.41 Net income YTD $6,808.81 
 
6. Chiefs of Specialties reports 
 Chief Steward – Chad Wight  

Chief Driving Instructor – Lynn Fangue 
 Some folks from out of state are working on getting licenses in order to run with us at RAKC. 
Flagging and Communication – Lisa Williams 
Timing and Scoring – Frank Leslie 
Pit and Grid – Michael Drury 

John Victoria will stand in for Drury for RAKC. 
Tech – Marie Stiles  

 Starter – Patrick Fay 
 Social – Eric Schakel  
 Van and Equipment – Eric Ladner 

RMVR van will be at HPR for RAKC. EL noted HPR has purchased a 14 passenger van to move corner 
workers to their stations. 

Marketing and Media – Meagan Sumner 
Megan Sumner has removed herself from Marketing as she is now working full time. 

Eligibility – Jim Cambon 
IT – Bob Alder 
Vintage Messenger – John Mihalich 
CAMA – Bob Darcey 
RMVR Historian – Vacant 
  
 
  

X  Eric Schakel – President X  Steve Mercer 
X  Eric Ladner – President Elect X  Jean Murphy 
     Jeff Hall – Past President X  Robin Newton 
X  Bradley Zieg – Secretary  X  Daren Schauls 
X  Jon Whiteley-Treasurer X  Jamie Stiehr 
     Tom Ellis X  Branden Sumner 

   
 

          
          

       
          

            
        

 

  
 

         
          

        
  

 
        

 

https://zoom.us/j/98468055546?pwd=YTg2Nk4wV04vUExHNHNXcG9VQW1VZz09
https://zoom.us/j/98468055546?pwd=YTg2Nk4wV04vUExHNHNXcG9VQW1VZz09


3 

 

9. Special order discussions and upcoming events 
1. From last meting’s discussion regarding identifying who is driving multi-driver entries – Chad Wight 

observed any metal-to-metal requires a face to face between Stewards and driver. Spins and four-offs 
require drivers to have a face to face between Tech and driver. There should not be a problem assigning 
credit/blame to the driver who was in the race car at time of infraction. 
Kirk Clifford offered all this driver/race car switching requires good communication by those drivers. He 
thinks this may be a small issue and wonders if drivers changing cars has been a problem. 
Eric Schakel reported My-Laps and MSR can deal with drivers changing cars, but the identities need to 
be confirmed to match the lap times. After several minutes of discussion, Eric decided to kick this can 
down the road, but Admin agreed to put all driver names on the roll bar stickers for RAKC. 

 
10. Unfinished business 

Arm Restraint Conundrum. “RMVR rule book: Section D, General Safety Requirements; 9. “Arm 
restraints are required for all drivers. Window nets are an acceptable alternative in enclosed cars. Eric 
Schakel noted that RMVR has no incidents or incentives to modify this rule. The Board agreed with a 
simple vote to drop this issue. 
Volunteer Numbers Shortfall. Eric Ladner (for Lisa Williams) volunteer numbers increased 2017-2019. 
During 2020 the numbers were OK. 2021-2011 there has been a 13% decline in volunteer numbers. Only 
37 have signed up for RAKC. 44 volunteers are the minimum to fully man HPR. These lower numbers 
create problems. RMVR needs to recruit volunteers who will attend at least three (3) events a year. 
Recruiting and/or training Corner Captains is most urgent. 
Chad Wight reminded the BOD we will using the lights during RAKC. 
Eric Ladner stated that with the lights, and several paid HPR employees, we are close to the corner marshal 
numbers needed. 
Megan Sumner observed that last weekend’s race at HPR had five (5) HPR workers managing the lights. 
Eric Schakel reminded we have hired six (6) paid staff members from HPR to operate the light system for 
RAKC. As RAKC is our final HPR event of 2022, we will leave this opportunity for Eric Ladner’s 
presidency next year. This year we now have 125 cars registered for RAKC – expecting around 130 cars 
for the race. 
At the last race RMVR provided $50.00 gas credit cards to the volunteers. Eric Ladner suggested we 
continue this volunteer inducement.   
MOTION Daren Schauls: to provide $50.00 credit cards to induce volunteer activity at RAKC, 2nd Steve 
Mercer PASSED unanimously. 
FSV racing in FF run group. Kirk Clifford states FSV wants to race with RMVR but notes that 
higher horsepower cars should race with other higher horsepower cars. Kirk also stated there 
are ten (10) of these high horsepower potential race cars in the Grand junction area that meet 
this classification. 
Chad Wight allowed as to a 10-car group would constitute a separate run group. We have had five (5) run 
groups in the past. 
Lynn Fangue suggested Kirk Clifford assemble a FSV this run group situation with input and support from 
Steward and Chief Driving Instructor. 
Kirk Clifford offered; FSV + FB [+ other high horsepower] cars as one run group and FF as a separate run 
group. 
This might be a possibility for the Lollapalooza weekend, and Race Chair, Robin Newton and Pres. Eric 
Schakel offered to work with Clifford to see if the proposed run group might race at Pueblo. Clifford 
thought RMVR could race from 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 

 
11. New Business 

1. Eligibility recommendations to amend Replica car rules. 
Bob Alder on behalf of the eligibility Team: “The following suggested changes (in italics) in the sixth 
bullet of existing rules is simply to reflect the reality of what cars are out there and still be in keeping with 
our intent of limiting them to ‘quality’ representations of these historically significant cars. 
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To accomplish this change, it is proposed the sixth bullet point paragraph should be amended with additions 
shown in italics: 

“Replica cars must have period-similar drivetrain including engine type, ignition, and induction 
systems (electronic ignition is allowed to replace points), and drive axle. Manual transmissions are 
required; period-correct 4-speeds are preferred, but modern 5-speeds with overdrive 5th gear are 
allowed. For example, a replica of a Shelby Daytona Coupe or 289 Cobra may us a carbureted Ford 
302 with a ‘Top-loader’ 4-speed or Tremec TKX transmission and modern equivalent differential. In 
contrast, a Weismann 5-speed ‘dog-box’ transmission, alternate Ford engines (e.g., based on a taller 
deck-height 351 Windsor or Cleveland blocks), electronic fuel injection and/or distributor-less ignition 
are not acceptable technologies.” 
MOTION Brad Zieg: to accept recommendation of the Eligibility Team as stated by Bob Alder on 
FIRST READING OF A RULE CHANGE, 2nd Jean Murphy; PASSED unanimously. 

 
12.   Open Discussion 

1. Eric Schakel – Communication at this BOD meeting could have been worse by a long shot and noted the 
Board would review the status prior to the next meeting. 

2. Jamie Stiehr - RAKC planning summary: Weekend will feature Formula Vees. HPR Property layout will 
have RMVR street names. Bus rides around the track will be available both Friday and Saturday evenings. 
There will be a contest to determine who could change a VW wheel fastest. Paying into the charity to 
change grid locations results in a hoot! Friday night beer garden. Because we take on this charity race as 
an entire club, putting up fund raising pages is highly encouraged. Be bold with bring spouses, and check 
writing. The weekend will be a blast! 

   
MOTION to adjourn: Steve Mercer 8:22 PM.  Next Meeting: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 
Respectively submitted Bradley Zieg, Secretary, July 30, 2022  
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

  

CDI Corner August 2022 Edition       
 
It has been a hectic summer and racing season. I 
apologize for missing a couple of months of the CDI 
Corner. Between Camille and I getting Covid and trying 
to get her back to good health after the surgeries, it took 
up much more time than either one of had anticipated. I 
do want to recognize those drivers that have achieved 
their Competition License: 
 
James Hayward, Bess Lessner, Thomas Doherty. Kelly 
Doherty, Keely Morton, Jim Morton, and Chris 
Davidson.  
 
Be sure to congratulate these drivers on this 
accomplishment. 
 
Be Safe, Have Fun. 
Lynn Fangue- CDI 
 



7 

 

  August 2022 President's Message 
 
This Trend Must End 
 
The Race Against Kids’ Cancer was a record-setting event, RMVR’s third new record in as many 2022 race 
events. When the noise stopped Sunday afternoon, our Chief Steward had tallied up 7 contact incidents, and 57 
spins and 4-offs. Our vaunted Vintage Spirit road races are in danger of devolving into demolition derbies. 
 
Excuses are abundant. Many entrants had never driven High Plains, and RMVR has a few drivers who only come 
out to race at RAKC each year. One gent from out of state who nearly wrecked me was very apologetic, and 
explained RAKC was his only race in 2022. He goes to a new, different track every year, one race only, because, 
well, that’s what he does. Not only had he never raced at High Plains, he hadn’t been in his race car on a track 
for a full year until the first Saturday morning session in race traffic. 
 
That’s a pretty clear issue:  Someone racing once a year to maintain a competition license isn’t going to be fast 
and smooth off the trailer. He or she has to work up to speed, stretch the situational awareness muscles, and be 
very aware of the machinery. Cars stiffen up, too, whether bushings, seals, or tires. Stiff, hard vintage race rubber 
is not a competitive advantage. Nor are hard vintage brains. 
 
Confronted after an incident, some simply shake heads and admit they screwed up. Others blame others. Racing 
is always going to be more dangerous than a chess tournament, but there’s a big difference between being 
competitive and being aggressive. ‘Red Mist’ is a nice term for temporary insanity, and it’s tough to overcome 
when you’re dicing for position in traffic and aggression triggers a shock wave. Red Mist feeds on itself, and you 
have to back away, push it back, back into the little cage where it waits for the next opening. 
 
Car problems happen, too. We race older cars, and we’re each responsible for ensuring our old car is safe to race. 
They can be attention hogs when things aren’t quite right... Poor throttle response, shifting problems, and braking 
issues are annoying at best, and deadly at their worst. Sometimes we try to ‘drive around’ mechanical issues, and 
that’s usually not the best solution.  
 
Drivers can’t be restored to ‘like new’, unfortunately, and must compensate. While I’d like to believe I’m just as 
durable, fast, and safe now as I was 20 years ago, it just ain’t so. Anticipation and situational awareness are 
holding up pretty well, but reaction times are up and energy levels are down. My vision isn’t as crisp, I can’t 
drive as fast as long, and I don’t come up to speed as quickly. It’s just a fact. Ask Mario or Jackie Stewart. 
 
Let’s Recover at Lollapalooza! 
 
Please come out and help RMVR put an end this unfortunate record trend. RMVR’s Pueblo event the last weekend 
of September will be a perfect opportunity to display a rejuvenated Vintage Spirit. The weather promises to be 
cooler, we have a three-day format, and it could be the last call for an Enduro. Where better to demonstrate 
smooth, competitive, incident-free driving than an Enduro session?  
 
And don’t be surprised if the first session on Saturday is Practice, rather than Practice/Qualifying. Vintage Spirit 
needs a bit of warmup, too. I hope to see you there. 
 
Eric Schakel 
RMVR President 2022  
president | rmvr | com 
 



Chief Steward’s Report 
RAKC at HPR  
08-03-22 
 
The 12th Annual Race Against Kid’s Cancer provided a full weekend of entertainment both on 
and off the track.  Track incidents were dispatched quickly with no cancellation of races.  On 
both Saturday and Sunday, racing ran close to schedule and concluded within two minutes of 
the planned end time.  Credit the volunteers for great work from Branden and Race Control to 
Corner Marshalls, Grid, Tech, and Wreckers.  However, the weekend was marred by 7 contact 
incidents and 57 spins/4-offs.  Production groups were the safest with Big/Mid Bore 
committing 6 spins/4-offs and no incidents and Small Bore having 7 spins/4-offs and 1 contact.  
Formula groups showed an almost equal lack of control with Formula Fords having 20 spins/4-
offs and 3 incidents and Formula Vees having 22 spins/4-offs and 4 incidents.  Sadly, Track 
Manager Glenn Conser noted that RMVR has more incidents and spins/4-offs than any other 
car club that uses HPR.  We must revive the “vintage spirit” and a good reputation for safety. 
 
Saturday in the Qualifying Session for Formula Fords, Chris Redd driving #125 Green spun 
in Corner 1 and rolled back into the path of Nathan Down #96 Black/Orange.  Nathan could 
not avoid and his left front wheel contacted Chris’ left rear wheel.  Chris was unable to continue 
due to suspension damage.  Nathan was able to continue and received no penalty.  Chris 
receives a 3-race probation for causing a Class #2 Metal-to-Metal where one car was unable 
to continue.  Lesson:  In a spin, put both feet in to avoid continuing car movement.   
 
Saturday afternoon in Formula Vee Race 1, James Hayward in #141 Blue went 2 or 3 wheels 
off outside Corner 4 and re-entered the track unexpectedly in the path of faster moving Phillip 
Holcomb in #91 Blue before Corner 5.  Holcomb tapped the rear of Hayward resulting in no 
damage for either car.  Lesson:  Be aware of cars following when re-entering track.  No 
penalties. 
 
In Saturday’s Race 1 for Small Bore, seconds after the green flag, Marie Stiles’ #23 White 
and Chad Wight’s #316 Blue touched as they were entering Corner 1.  The incident was not 
reported, but Chad and Marie self-reported to Tech and lost a few laps as crew tried to find 
evidence of contact.  In the paddock, Chad and Marie found that Marie’s right-front turn signal 
scratched Chad’s left-rear quarter panel but did not break.  Lesson:  You don’t win the race in 
the first corner (and if you try too hard, you may end up last!)  The self-reported incident was 
submitted to other race officials who were unaware of it and recommended no penalty. 
 
In Saturday’s Formula Vee Fun Race, Lynn Fangue driving #11 Silver made a pass attempt 
on Jess Valentine in #161 Maroon at Corner 8 on driver’s left.  Jess left racing room for Lynn, 
but Lynn hit the rumble strip hard and he reported the steering wheel was knocked from his 
hands.  Lynn lost control and hit Jess’ left rear with his right front at Corner exit.  Jess’ car 



went airborne 30 degrees and landed hard on the right rear wheel causing damage to suspension 
and transaxle.  Jess was unable to continue and Lynn trailered #11.  Review of excellent in-car 
and track video showed that Jess left racing room for Lynn, but Lynn was at fault for losing 
control and hitting Jess at corner exit.  This was a Class 3 Metal-to-Metal due to structural 
damage to #161 that prevented it from continuing.  Lynn receives a 1-race suspension and 4-
race probation. 
 
In Sunday morning’s Formula Ford Race 3, Mitchell Dilley driving #3 Blue made light contact 
with Matt Ammer in #57 Orange.  Matt locked his rear brakes and Mitchell was too close to 
avoid and touched Matt's right rear tire with his nose.  This caused cosmetic damage to #3 and 
no damage to #57.  Both cars continued racing and received no penalty.   
 
Also Sunday morning in Race 3 for Formula Vee, Bill Fleming driving #58 Yellow/Black 
made minor contact with Lori Engel’s #36 Green/Yellow.  Bill’s nose made contact with 
Lori’s rear tire which caused Bill to go 4-off.  Bill self-reported this incident and was able to 
repair his nose and continue.  No reports of contact were received.  No penalty.     
 
Sunday afternoon in Vee Race 4, Jared Hindman driving #711 yellow passed Berck Nash in 
#55 Blue/Yellow at going into Corner 1.  Jared spun on exit and Berck could not avoid.  
Contact resulted in cosmetic damage which is a Class #1 Metal-to-Metal.  Jared receives a 2-
race probation. 
 
Sunday afternoon in the Formula Ford Race 4, 3 cars were racing closely into Corner 8 with 
Nathan Down in #96 Black/Orange attempting an inside pass on driver’s left of Allen 
Letterly driving # 78 Blue.  Nathan appeared to be 75-80% alongside Allen, but then locked 
the brakes trying to back out when he saw Allen turning into him.  Allen actually made two 
moves into the apex and on the second move, his left rear tire hit Nathan’s right front tire.  
Allen said he did not see Nathan on the inside.  Allen’s car suffered a flat tire and damaged 
wheel; Nathan’s car sustained damage to body work and suspension.  Seth Letterly, following 
in #211 Blue tried to avoid by going inside over the rumble strip but hit it hard.  He avoided 
the two other cars but damaged his car in the effort.  This incident is a Class #2+ Metal-2-
Metal which resulted in damage to 3 cars.  Allen receives a 3-race probation and Nathan 
receives a 2-race probation.  Lesson:  Practice situational awareness and whenever possible 
leave racing room to avoid contact. 
 
Off-track entertainment included another awesome dinner by Meagan Sumner, a silent auction, 
and a great band.  Hope to see you at Pueblo for a much safer race. 
 
Chad Wight, Chief Steward 
With thanks to Branden Sumner, Assistant Chief 
And Bob Darcy, Assistant Race Steward   
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Driver Sanctions Update 08-03-22 

Event Name Incident Penalty Remaining    Notes 

PPIR 05/02/21 Mike Wolther Class 3 M2M Car to barrier 
#47 Blk/Yel FF 

4 event probation 

Pueblo 
09/25/21 

RB Wright Class 3 M2M; SR #48 4 event probation 

HPR 
05-15-22 

Eric Dietz Class 2 M2M; #277 Blu 2 event probation 

Pueblo 
06/04/22 

Stefan Schluter Class 2 M2M; #77 MB 2 event probation 

Pueblo 
06/04/22 

Chris Davidson Class 4 M2M; #21 2 event probation  

Pueblo 
06/04/22 

Allen Johnsen Class 4 M2M; #555 1 event suspension + 6 event probation pending 

HPR 
08/31/22 

Allen Letterly Class 2 M2M; #78 3 event probation 

HPR 
08/31/22 

Nathan Down Class 2 M2M; #96 1 event probation 

HPR 
08/31/22 

Chris Redd Class 2 M2M; #125 3 event probation 

HPR 
08/31/22 

Jared Hindman Class 1 M2M; #711 2 event probation 

HPR 
08/31/22 

Lynn Fangue Class 3 M2M; #11 1 event suspension  
+ 4 event probation 

    

Key: OAD= Over-
Aggressive Driving 

M2M= Metal-to-Metal Class 1,2,3,4 = Level of severity 

In lieu of penalty, drivers are invited to volunteer as Corner Marshals for one or more weekends.  To be properly credited, 
a driver must sign-up, show-up, & report to the race steward.  For further detail on infractions, see Operations Manual, 
Appendix J: p.46-49 (Updated 03/28/21)  

 
  Racing Harness Expiration Dates 

  
An FYI to inspect your belts for the coming 2022 season.  Our RMVR All Rules state: 
 
“d. Safety harness must carry manufacturers label indicating either expiration date, or year and month of manufacture. If only an 
expiration date is labeled, the harness is valid for use through the end of the racing season of the expiration year.  If manufacture date 
is indicated, harness is valid for use through the end of the racing season 5 years after manufacture.” 
 

This means that if a harness has a manufactured date in January of 2020 then it is good through 2024. That is five racing 
seasons (20, 21, 22, 23 and 24). So even if that harness is produced in July of 2020 it still expires at the end of the 2024 racing season. 

 
If you purchase belts without a manufacturing date, but an expiration date before 12/31/2021, you’ll need to buy new belts even if they 
are only a few years old.     
 
Please make sure your equipment with expiration dates are all up to date so there are no surprises when getting your Annual Tech. 
 
Respectfully, 
Your Chief of Tech,  Marie Stiles  
 



Golden Super Cruise, July 2, 2022 
RMVR had several 
cars brought out by 
members to the 
Saturday July 2nd 
Golden Super 
Cruise. Lisa and 
Eric also provided 
the RMVR canopy 
and Morgan Adams 
participated with us as well. 

The feedback from those who attended was positive, there was good interest and interaction 
by folks attending the cruise. It appears the event was worthwhile enough for us to repeat 
this in 2023. Eric Ladner suggested we sell ticket to ride at the Super Cruise next year as 
an enticement for people to come out to the annual RAKC, experience our racing, get a 
thrill ride and maybe hook some new members in addition to supporting Morgan Adams 
Foundation.  It has also been suggested we attend the June as well as the July Super Cruise 
in 2023. 

We had 5 race cars attend this year, ideally, 

I would like 10 next year. Arrangements with Comfort Dental, the Cruise organizers and 
the nearby body shop went well, and the event presented few issues or challenges, it went 
smoothly. 

I would like to thank Jeff Payne, 
David Chase, Mike Moothart, 
John McNurney, Steve Barkley, 
Eric Schakel, Robin Dillon, Eric 
Ladner, The Lane family, Larry 
Nessel and Alan Benjimen’s 
Mechanic (Don’t recall his name) 
for attending and supporting this as 
well As Comfort Dental, The 
Golden Auto Body Shop and 
Morgan Adams. Please forgive me 
if I left anyone out. Looking 
forward to a bigger presence in 2023!  

Gary Merrifield 
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Classifieds 
 
REspeedShop is a shop 
dedicated to racers.  Yes, I 
specialize in rotary engine 
performance, rebuilds, tunes, 
track support. 
 
I also work with racers with 
set up, performance 
upgrades, offer RMVR 
special pricing on items to get your car back on track: 
fuel cells, fire suits, 5 and 6 point safety belts, upgraded 
suspension bits, brakes (calipers and pads), specialty 
fabrication, fire systems, … etc.  My plan is to beat any 
Summit R pricing and keep business local.  I will be at 
the RMVR races to support racers, just ask.  I have a 
small shop in Frederick, Colorado with lifts, scales and 
set up equipment.  My counterpart has CAD, CNC 
plasma table for fabrication of steel up to ¼-inch plate.  
We are currently making adapter plates for motors i.e. 
Rotary engine, LS motors and transmissions; we have a 
3D scanner so getting it into CAD is easy. How can we 
help you? 
 
Please check out our website www.REspeedshop.com  
and if you need more information, fill out a form, 
indicate that you are RMVR and if I can help you, great, 
if not I know a lot of people in road racing that can help 
you find what you need. 
Regards, Doug Sherwood 
 
For Sale: Lotus 51C. Raced with RMVR and VARA 
since early 90s, full logbooks. Car is in running 
condition with new battery. Always maintained, will 
need belts, new fuel cell, and tires to race. Ivey Engine 
with 4 race weekends approximately. Comes with 
Cortina engine and 
original steel wheels as 
well.  Some spares.  
$32,000 Formula car 
jack, spare gear sets, 
another Ivey motor in 
running condition that 
needs to be freshened 
up are available for sale 
separately as well. 
jeffpester@hotmail.com 915 204 3676 

For Sale 1970 BMW 
2002 race car: 
Everything on this car 
is race ready. Dan 
owned this car for 24 
years and he built this 
car himself. There are 
only two hours on the 
freshly built 2.0I engine w/300cam, very light I beams 
rods, single row timing chain and gears, lightened 
flywheel, knife crank. The heads have been 
professionally reworked.  Has 45 DCOE Webers, 3:91 
locker diff., 4 speed, Big brakes, Vehicle Record Lo 
book, RMVR logbook, Borrani 13 x 6 wheels, Toyo 
race tires with one race on them and MUCH more.  If 
interested contact Jeff Hall at gussie487@gmail.com 
or 863-398-9091 
 

 

Each issue contains: 
Vintage race reports with detailed text, race results and 
award winning photos some double page. Over 110 
each year. 

• Reports on major concours, vintage rallies, 
hillclimbs, shows, vintage racing schools 

• Car and Driver Tech section on racecraft and prep. 
• Insightful columns about road and oval racing scene 

and its history 
• Feature stories about vintage racers and their cars 
• News about upcoming events: vintage racers, 

concours, rallies, special features. 
• Current month and remaining schedules for vintage 

race weekends, concours, hillclimbs special events 
and feature groups. 

• Major auction reports with detailed info on selected 
cars. 

• Classified racing resources 
• Race cars for sale in Car Gallery 
 
It is all produced by racers and enthusiasts. 
It is the vintage racers favorite for over 33 
years. 
 

View the issues for free at 
https://www.victorylane.com/ 

http://www.respeedshop.com/
mailto:jeffpester@hotmail.com
mailto:gussie487@gmail.com
https://www.victorylane.com/
https://www.victorylane.com/
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For Sale: HANS Sport 
20M head and neck 
restraint; If you’re not 
already wearing a HNR, 
you really should be. 
Here’s a lower cost option 
vs. new. Just recertified in 
June 2022; includes new 
helmet anchor kit. $225 
for RMVR members. 
Contact Jon Whiteley at jonLwhiteley@comcast.net or 
303-550-9787

For Sale: Uprated Formula Ford Motor.  Freshened 
Ivey.  Alloy pan & valve cover. Complete carb to 
flywheel. Call Terry Allard for details.  $7500 OBO   
303-816-0776

For Sale: Small Trailer. 
I swore I would never sell 
my single axle trailer.  So 
easy to load, tow and 
maneuver.  But, alas, 
realizing it hadn’t been 
used in years suggests it 
should to go someone who can use it.  It’s a nice, strong trailer. 
Trailer has two safety chains and a hand-cranked, fold-up front 
wheel.  No electric brakes.  Never felt the need when towing a 
formula car or sports racer.  Trailer bed is 7’ wide by  9’-10” long. 
The alum ramps are 7’-8” long. All side, tail and brake lights 
work.  It would need new tires to be considered safe to tow a car. 
Existing tires suspect after being stored outside for probably 5 
years.  Red pin stripping and cool Moon spun aluminum wheel 
disks are a free bonus. Can be inspected at my shop.  Could 
deliver in Denver area.  Asking $700 OBO. Bob Alder 303-981-
6364 

Vintage Messenger Fine Print- Our goal is to publish the Vintage Messenger at the first of
every month.  If you wish to assure that your information / announcement / ad is included in the Vintage 
Messenger, it should be in the hands of the editor three days before the first of the month. Photos should 
be .jpg or .tiff formats.  Attached files should be in .txt or doc format.  Ads run on a per issue basis.  If 
you wish to have your ad run in subsequent issues, you must re-submit the ad, monthly.  Ads are free for 
members for auto / racing related items.  E-mail to messenger@rmvr.com.  The Editor returns a 
confirmation of E-mail submittals.  If you don’t receive a confirmation E-mail, your submittal probably 
did not get to the Editor.  

Time to TECH 
Before you know it our first race in 2022 will be 
here so make plans to have your car inspected by 
one of 38 RMVR authorized TECH inspectors 
listed on the RMVR web site. If you want to be an 
inspector yourself, simply call Marie Stiles to 
discuss the process. Those of you that are 
currently authorized tech inspectors contact Marie 
to order your stickers. REMEMBER, an annual 
TECH is good for the entire racing season. AND 
Tech inspectors will only inspect a car at the track 
for out of state racers and for those in the club that 
have made previous arrangements with TECH for 
an at track annual inspection. 
 

Event Tech Reminder 
…A reminder to all drivers that they must have 
their Annual Tech on file and every race their 
vehicle must be inspected by the owner / driver and 
a tech inspection sheet must be filled out and 
signed to give to tech at registration please and 
thank you. 

Victory Lane Magazine 
Dan Davis at Victory Lane Magazine is always looking for 
content (articles). They are particularly interested in stuff 
about RMVR, our history, our members, our racetracks, 
racecars, race shops, anything unique that others would be 
interested in reading about. We could really use a good 
(even mediocre) writer or two that would be interested in 
putting something together. I have personally submitted a 
couple of articles to Dan and been published! Just think, you 
could be a big nationally published author! 

Please submit articles to me Pres@rmvr.com and I’ll see 
that Dan gets it. 

Thanks! 
Eric 

Equipment Reminder: 
Please remember to check the date on your safety 
belts/harnesses.  It's not going to be a good race 
weekend if you are told you can't run as your 
harnesses have expired.  FIA belts are good for five 
years and SFI are good for five years.  Please keep 
Wine Country Motor Sports in mind for all of your 
driver safety gear.  We appreciate your business. 

Bonnie   FVEE 88   303-799-6606 
 

mailto:jonLwhiteley@comcast.net
mailto:messenger@rmvr.com
mailto:Pres@rmvr.com
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In this Issue: 
• Volunteer News  •

•      • 
 RMVR Website- http://rmvr.com 

2022 RMVR Schedule 

September 24 & 25, 2022 Pueblo Motorsports Park 

Event Registration: Register online 

http://rmvr.com/
http://rmvr.com/registration/
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RMVR VOLUNTEER NEWS                         
August 2022 

By Lisa Williams 
 

Dear RMVR Volunteers,   

As I reflect over the 2022 RAKC Race Weekend, my heart is sincerely warmed by every one of you 
who gave of yourselves for such a great cause. It is because of all your hard work and efforts that 
RMVR was able to raise more money for the Morgan Adams Foundation this year. Please know 
you truly are appreciated. The Corner Marshals did a great job communicating with and helping 
drivers during our busy race weekend.  Bruce Wallace joined us all the way from New Jersey to 
help as well.  Thank you, Bruce!  

I do want to extend a very special thank you to Conchi Lopez-Fay who stepped up and led the 
Control Team as my recent medical challenges made leading the group quite difficult.  Sitting in the 
back seat is sure a different place to be a part of a race. As always, I can count on Chad McCabe 
and Ginny Evens to step up and help as well.  I plan to 
be back up in full force come September.  

This year, September brings RMVR’s Lollapalooza 
Race on September 24 & 25, 2022 at Pueblo 
Motorsports Park. This is sure to be another fantastic 
weekend with many fun surprises. Please don’t delay 
and sign up today at www.rmvr.com. I need all my 
fabulous volunteers to help make this event another 
great success. Once again, thank you for giving of 
yourselves to RMVR! Looking forward to seeing 
everyone soon.   

Warmest Regards,  

Lisa  

 

 

FLAGGING & 
COMMUNICATIONS GRID TECH 

Lisa Williams 
672 S. Pine Dr. 

Bailey, CO  80421 
303-257-3557 

marshals@rmvr.com 

Michael Drury 
583 S Everett Ct 

Lakewood, CO 80226 
303-808-4778 

denvertaxman@yahoo.com   

 
Marie Stiles  

tech@rmvr.com  

mailto:marshals@rmvr.com
mailto:denvertaxman@yahoo.com
mailto:tech@rmvr.com


THE OTHER SIDE OF THE WALL 
By Lori Bush-Engel 
As a little girl born and raised in Dayton, Ohio, I had the opportunity during grade school to 

be bussed over to the Indianapolis Motor Speedway to watch the Time Trials for the Indy 500 
Race. Those field trips planted the seed and began my life-long love of racing and Indy cars. 
Being the youngest of nine in a family rich in fun and love, but with a modest income and a 
female, I knew of no opportunity to pursue my dream of racing cars. However, many years later 
in the summer of 2007, I met with a business associate, Keith Treseder, and found out he raced 
Formula Vee racecars with Rocky Mountain Vintage Racing club out of Colorado. I immediately 
posed many questions, with the last two being, "Is there an age limit and do they take females?" 
Hearing a no and a yes, respectively, my dream of racing cars finally came true in 2008 on my 
birthday, April 19th, at the RMVR Driver's School in La Junta, Colorado. After completing the 
required classroom and track sessions that weekend, I was invited to race the Sunday feature 
race with all the Open-wheel Racers, including Indy cars, Sports Racers, Formula Fords, Super 
Vees, and Formula Vees. I was so nervous and excited to be on the track with all the other racers. 
It was such a blast and a great race. I was so happy to be a part of it. While coming off the track, 
I thought, "I just ran my own Indy race, at last. What a dream come true." Little did I know there 
was more of that dream to be fulfilled. How lucky I am! 

Since 2008, I have continued to race and improve. I have even won races at different tracks 
with Rocky Mountain Vintage Racing while establishing great friendships along the way! Racing 
Indy was still an impossible dream for me at my level of Formula Vee club racing. Then my life-
long, ultimate dream of racing at Indy became a possibility through racing friends of racing 
friends. Nick Palgrave, my fellow RMVR racer, told me of an invitation to race MY Formula Vee 
#36 with him and Barron Racing at the Brickyard Vintage Invitational at Indy, on June 17-19th, 
2022. My brain immediately began churning out thoughts, "Really? Is this for real, how, 
when…really?" 

The logical side of my brain indicated there were 1700 reasons why I couldn't go, including 
asking myself if I'm good enough to race at Indy. I needed to make a quick decision since I had 
only a few weeks to pull this together. Initially, logic was the loudest voice, screaming "No way" 
to me any time I would become excited about the possibility of racing at Indy. I contemplated, 
worried, and put it out in the universe to give me a sign to go or not. No signs came and logic 
still had a firm grip on my thoughts, "I can't do this. There's just simply no way I can pull this 
off." About a week went by, and I decided to grab hold of this opportunity and make it happen 
to go racing at Indy, period! No matter how many logical reasons there were not to make this 



happen, there was only one reason to go that mattered. To make the dream come true of the 
little girl inside me from so long ago. The decision was made! 

Overcoming hurdle after hurdle, I got it done. Tuesday before the Indy race weekend, Nick 
and I loaded his double-car trailer and set out in my Dodge Ram 1500 truck for an 18-hour haul 
to INDY. For me, this was an actual life-changing experience. Nick and I have been fellow racers 
and friends for quite some time, but I never knew he talked more than I did. The conversations 
were endless about racing and life and more racing. I learned about Nick and his life and family, 
and he learned all about my life and family. About 188 miles into our drive, he informed me that 
he wanted to drive most of the way. I agreed with one requirement. When it was time to drive 
the truck and trailer with our racecars through the Indy Tunnel, I was going to be behind the 
wheel. He agreed. 

On Thursday morning, we finally made it to the registration trailer across from the track 
where we were to register as Indy Racers. How overwhelming! Even the outside of the Indy 
facility was beautiful. As I was taking it all in, I heard someone hollering my name. It was none 
other than Elliott Barron from Barron Racing and some of his friends and crew who were there 
to welcome us to Indy. I made my way to the Registration trailer, where the ladies at registration 
asked me my name three times to which I replied, all three times, "I'm going to race at Indy!" I 
eventually came out of my stunned state that I was registering my name as an Indy racer and 
finally replied, "Lori Bush-Engel, Formula Vee #36." They handed me my Driver's Packet, my Indy 
Racer-Driver's Packet!! Spectacular! With my Tow Vehicle placard in hand, I placed it on the 
dashboard of my truck, and Nick and I made our way across the street and drove through that 
spectacular tunnel into my ultimate dream of racing at Indy. It was like Dorothy in the Wizard 
of Oz opening the door from black and white into a colorful, magical world. And you could feel 
the magic of Indy. We’re at Indy, baby!  

Guided by Eric, an SVRA Official, Nick and I made our way to the designated parking for tow 
vehicles and trailers. Eric not only helped us find our parking space that morning but, little did 
we know, he would be an integral part of our racing experience throughout the entire weekend.  

Once we parked and began to unload, I told Nick I had to run to the loo. Nick is British, so I 
thought I would make him laugh. Since he had raced there once before, he knew where the 
nearest facility was located and gave me directions. I ran over. Wow, the restrooms and grounds 
were spotless. The facilities even had trash cans that read "Keep Indy Clean." I returned to our 
space and yelled at Nick with my hands in the air, "I just peed for the first time at Indy as an Indy 
Racer!" That set the stage for the whole weekend. Here we go, spectacular! 

We unloaded my beautiful green and yellow Caldwell D-13 Formula Vee racecar first. We 
parked it next to the truck and trailer and proceeded to unload Nick's beautiful green 
Bandersnatch. The next task was to get our racecars to the paddock by driving them from the 



designated parking area. I followed Nick in his car as the Yellow Shirt SVRA officials pointed us 
to Formula 1 garage #12. I never stopped smiling while heading over. Even this was a spectacular 
experience driving our racecars to the garage. We're at Indy, baby! 

Once we had driven our racecars to garage #12, Barron Racing graciously brought a golf cart 
to us so we could get our gear, tools, and equipment from the truck to the garages. The Barron 
Racing folks exude fun, camaraderie, utmost kindness, and inclusion to their group of fantastic 
people. All in one hug and a huge Texas hello. They are some of the best people this world has 
to offer. 

And so it began, getting the cars and gear ready for a technical inspection performed by an 
SVRA Official for us to race at Indy. I watched Nick and did what he did, polished my racecar, 
folded my race suit, gloves, arm restraints, all my racing gear, and placed it neatly on the front 
of my car along with my Logbook. This was the big time! The SVRA head of Tech was going to 
inspect my car and gear and then write in my Logbook "OK to RACE” at INDY. 

I was then introduced to the other racers in our garage and several garages next to it. Most 
of those folks were part of the Barron Racing group. Again, more fantastic people. We visited a 
bit, and then I left to go to the airport to pick up Jeff, my husband. He was not going to miss this 
experience and wanted to be with me when I raced Indy. He helped me immensely as "my Crew 
Chief Babe" for the race weekend. Having Jeff with me at Indy was one of the highlights since 
he had never been to Indy or a professional race. He contributed hard work, kindness, fun, 
laughs, and camaraderie to all of us. 

Jeff and I drove from the airport to the Airbnb house we shared with another fellow RMVR 
racer Berck Nash and his wife, Joanna. Those two taught us the ins and outs of Airbnbing while 
sharing racing stories, kindness, beer, and lots of laughs. Anne Bush, my sister, joined us at the 
house after driving over from Dayton, Ohio. What memories we were making already! The first 
evening at the Airbnb, we all walked over to this quaint area on Main Street right outside the 
track and had dinner at a great bar and restaurant. After dinner, we walked around, found an 
ice cream shop, and enjoyed a cool treat before our big day at Indy. At each place, I stood up 
and said, "I'm racing at Indy tomorrow. We're racing at Indy tomorrow." Not quite yet believing 
it myself. Everyone was so excited for us and cheered us on. 

On our walk back to the house, we noticed every fire hydrant was painted as a white and 
black checkered flag. This town was Indy racing all the way. I had a wonderful time getting to 
know new friends while also enjoying Anne and Jeff. It was hard to go to bed and actually get a 
good night's sleep, knowing Practice at Indy was set for the next day. 

We got up early that Friday morning and drove over to the track. With a nervous stomach, 
excitement, and fear all noticeably present, I kept reassuring myself I was actually at Indy and 
to get myself ready for our first Practice session. Elliott Barron and his two sons, E.O. and Hunter, 



set up our practices so they would lead three groups, slow, fast, and faster. The purpose was to 
get each racer familiar with the track. It was slow and 
steady at first. It was fantastic. The Indy Road Course 
was easy to learn but technical and could be difficult to 
race. The second Practice was a bit better, as I began 
getting a feel for the track, 3 straights and 14 turns. 
Spectacular! Oh, this track! Racing over the bricks! Turn 
1, do not screw it up. The chicane through 4, 5, and 6. 
Turn 10-sharp, through turn 14, then back on the front 
straight and over the bricks. It was absolutely 
phenomenal! We finished the practice session, and I realized I was now on the other side of the 
wall from when I was a little girl watching all the racers race by me. Spectacular! In two practices, 
I placed 19th and 20th among 26 racers. 

Friday practices were in the books.  Back in the garages we got everything in place for 
Saturday qualifying. Berck, Joanna, Anne, Jeff, and I met back at the house and decided to hit 
up another restaurant on Main Street. Then back to the house ending the night with more 
visiting, stories, and laughs. Late Friday night, I received a text from one of my dearest friends, 
Kelli, surprising me that she and her husband, Dave, drove in from Michigan to see me race. 
Wow, fantastic, hard to believe! 

Early Saturday morning, I headed to my first Driver's Meeting as an Indy Racer at Indy on the 
fourth floor of the infamous Pagoda. Again, spectacular! I looked around that room seeing over 
400 fellow racers in 7 different Run Groups, letting it all sink in that I was one of them. The 
officials updated us about track conditions and safety. They reiterated how lucky we were to be 
racing at Indy and to enjoy every single moment, as this was incredibly special. I kept taking it in 
with a huge smile on my face. 

Now it was time to get ready for the Qualifying session. My nervous stomach was a volcano 
at this point. I told myself it was alright. I got this. I am an Indy Racer. Our group of 26 Formula 
Vee racers in 3 different classes qualifying for a shot at racing the road course at Indy. Doug 
Boles, Indianapolis Motor Speedway President, along with Tony Parella, CEO of SVRA, actually 
came to each racer on the grid, wished us a safe qualifying round, and reminded us to have fun, 
all while fist bumping or shaking hands. Spectacular! 

The qualifying race was a blast. I qualified 16th. There were some racing incidents with some 
racers, but we got through it. Spectacular! 

Between Qualifying and Race 1, Berck and Joanna invited Jeff and me to take a break and 
visit the Indianapolis Motor Speedway Museum inside the Indy facility. They are such good 
people. It was a great idea. There was so much history to learn about racing, the racecar drivers, 



the track, and the technological advancements of the cars through the years. They had the 
actual racecars displayed from pre-war to the present day. When we walked into the facility, 
they had a huge digital clock that read the days, hours, minutes, and seconds, a "Countdown to 
The Next Indy 500." The museum staff was knowledgeable and friendly, and the facility was 
clean and spotless. Of course, I told the ladies at the check-in that Berck and I were racing at 
Indy. They said they would cheer us on by watching through the museum's front doors while 
they worked. We had a nice walk back to the garages. Beautiful weather and good company. 
Spectacular!  

Kelli and Dave showed up at the garage early Saturday afternoon. Anne showed them 
around and was a fantastic tour guide, explaining all the parameters of our racing at Indy. It was 
a whirlwind getting ready for my first race that afternoon and having my family and friends 
experiencing it with me. Spectacular! The nervous stomach was back again for Race 1. I dealt 
with it by studying my track map, talking over the track map with fellow racers, and gaining 
confidence in knowing I was good enough to be racing at Indy. Really?!? YES, really! 

We lined up our racecars diagonally on the grid, ready for our first race. It was so great! Then 
in two-by-two formation, we got the green flag. The green flag for my first race at Indy. Let me 

repeat that. The green flag for MY first race at Indy! 
Racing was going great until a double-yellow caution 
flag flew at each corner. Not good. We finished the race 
under the yellow. I finished 14th. I am an Indy Racer. 
Spectacular! The race ended under yellow because one 
of our racers had a brake failure, went off track, and hit 
the tire safety barrier off turn 7. He was a bit banged up 
and so was his car. He and the Barron Racing crew 
worked all night and got him and the car back on the 
track for our Sunday race.  

I was back at the garage after the Saturday race, getting out of the car, being handed a cold 
bottle of water, and telling everyone what it was like to race at Indy when we all heard someone 
screaming. It was Joanna running over to us, yelling to me, "You got the podium, you got the 
podium, get to the podium!" I did not know what was going on and was initially looking in the 
Barron Racing garages for a podium, which was not there. She got in my face and yelled, "Lori, 
get your butt in the golf cart. We are going to the podium!" We all piled in one of the Barron's 
golf carts. There were spectators and people in our way down the aisle-way to the podium. I 
yelled, "I just got podium, get out of the way!" I yelled over and over for them to move out of 
the way. It was like the parting of the Red Sea. Joanna got me as far as the security fence. I ran 
the rest of the way. I was welcomed by Elliott Barron, who promptly grabbed hold of me, bear-
hugged me, and swung me around while saying, "You did it and I am so proud of you." I told 



him, "Thank you for everything." He said, "I am glad to have been a part of making it happen for 
you." I was 14th overall, 3rd in my class, and on the podium. This meant a bronze medal, bottle 
of champagne, INDY Milk Bottle, SVRA hats, photos with Berck in 2nd, and Nick in 1st. Spectacular! 

I made another opportunity for myself. A friend of mine from Colorado, Michael Pettiford, 
provided his 2020 orange C8 Corvette as the Indy pace car for the weekend. I asked him if he 
would put me at the top of the list to get a ride on the track in the official pace car. He was 
unsure if we could make it happen, but he would let me know. Then he showed up at my garage 
first thing Saturday morning and told me to meet him late afternoon at the grid. I waited and 
waited. He had to take someone else out before me and then we were ready for the one of the 
last races of the day. It worked out perfectly because I was now riding shotgun with my arm out 
of the pace car, indicating for the group of Indy racers racing the kind of Indy cars that I watched 
at the time trials when I was a little girl. Perfect and spectacular! Who knew the G-forces at 105 
mph pressing against my arm and the marbles, gravel, and rocks sticking to my arm…it was the 
greatest!! I even inspired Michael to scream with excitement in the pace car. 

I made another opportunity for myself. I saw Al Unser, Jr., in the pace car on the grid and 
walked right up to the car, bent down on one knee, reached my hand to his, shook his hand, and 
told him my Indy story. I thanked him for his racing as I grew up watching him. I told him I just 
got 3rd on the podium. He asked me what I raced, and I said, “Formula Vee.” He congratulated 
me and seemed thrilled about racing Formula Vees. He had a lot of questions. Formula Vee? 
Which garage are you in? Which car? Although he was never able to make it over to our garages 
to check out our cars, I am happy for that memory. Spectacular! 

SVRA had a dinner and live band for all of us on Saturday night. We enjoyed talking with 
various racers, crew, family, and friends. An enjoyable time for all. We then met Kelli and Dave 
for ice cream on Main Street and then off to the house to get ready for Sunday racing at Indy. 
Our niece and great niece, Allison and AlliRose, drove over on Sunday from Miamisburg, Ohio, 
to see Aunt Lori race at Indy. Again, spectacular! 

Early Sunday morning, we moved out of the Airbnb. Then all of us were getting ready for 
Race 2. This was the one. This was my chance to race as best as I could. Many of us were nervous, 
excited, and thrilled for this opportunity. Here we go, the green flag dropped for the final race. 
The racing was good, tight, and close. Some racers had spins, going off the track, and some came 
back on the track. I was holding my racing line, racing my best, and, at that point, I saw a racer 
way back coming from behind. My immediate thought was, "If he catches me, he gets podium, 
not me." I said to myself, "No way, not today, not this race, not me, and not at Indy." The white 
flag finally waved, signaling the final lap of the race. Suddenly, my right leg started shaking 
uncontrollably. I had previously won and gotten to the podium in other races, but nothing like 
this race at Indy. What should I do? I needed to finish this race safely and get 3rd on the podium. 



I simply focused, adjusted, and did everything in my power to brake and throttle as best I could. 
I got the checkered flag, PODIUM, 3rd, ME! Spectacular!   

As I came down Pit Lane, my whole body was shaking. I was smiling through a few grateful 
tears. This time, the grid official showed me the PODIUM sign and I made my way to the podium. 
Except, I thought it was farther out and blew right by the next official with the 2nd PODIUM 
sign…OOPS! Wait…I stopped abruptly. She came over, 
so I asked her if she would roll me back and let me 
drive to the podium. With a huge smile on her face, she 
said, "Of course," and rolled me back while I was 
apologizing for overshooting the turn-in. She said, "It 
is alright. You get in there." I joined my fellow racers, 
driving my racecar right in line behind theirs. I finished 
13th overall and 3rd in my class of FV2.  

I got out of my racecar, greeted by a Barron Racing Crew member, Wesley. He gave me the 
biggest hug and congratulated me. Then Jeff made his way over to me with huge hugs and 
congratulations. He was so proud of me. Everyone was smiling and so proud of each one of us. 
Michelle with SVRA handed me a cold water and congratulations. Eric with SVRA announced me 
as, "Someone who, I think, exemplifies this whole weekend, Lori Bush-Engel, podium 3, Formula 
Vee 2." He asked my thoughts, and I yelled, "This is the greatest ever!" Eric replied, "I think that 
says it all." Then Nick was interviewed, and I agreed with his final statement, "This is the best 
racing weekend of my life, without a doubt."  

I also agreed with Berck as he stated, "It was fun to be at Indy for the first time racing Vintage 
cars, lovin’ It." Another Indy milk bottle and second medals all around. Nick, Berck, and I 
accomplished a sweep on the weekend races with 1st, 2nd, and 3rd. A spectacular feat of all-
Colorado RMVR Racers. We enjoyed sharing the podium with the other podium racers, friends, 
and family. I think we all represented well. I received another bear hug from Elliott Barron and 
told him, "I just ran the race of my life." Elliott congratulated me and said how proud he was of 

me. Nick, Berck, crew, family, and friends were all so 
happy. Many dreams had come true for many of us! 
Even our new friend, Tip Chaffee, who 55 years ago was 
the original designer, builder, and racer of Nick’s 
Bandersnatch Formula Vee, drove to Indy from Virginia 
and realized his dream of seeing his car not only race at 
Indy but take the podium. Hugs all around and pictures 
on the podium, again. This time, our friends and 
families joined us at the podium, so we were all 
together. Spectacular!  



We got to drive our racecars back to the garage. We visited and talked about the race with 
our fellow racers, family, and friends. One of my fellow racers congratulated me and jokingly 
told me he wasn't so sure he should have been reviewing the track map with me since I just beat 
him. I thanked him again, this was how it was meant to be! We compete, we help each other, 
and we are happy for each other. Great people, new friends. 

 

Now it was time to start the loading process to get back on the road for the two-day haul 
back to Colorado. I was still smiling. We just raced Indy, baby! Saying goodbyes to everyone was 
bittersweet, to say the least. Nick, Jeff, and I got the racecars loaded, the truck loaded, and we 
dropped Jeff at the airport. As we left the airport, I needed a quiet moment or two to myself. I 
could feel the energy in the truck. Nick wanted to talk. Finally, I told him I was okay and let's get 
back home. On our way out of Indianapolis airport and getting on I-70 West, Nick looked over 
at me and said, "Lori, this whole weekend couldn't have gone any better." I paused, looked over 
at Nick, paused again, and said, "The only part that could have been any better is if I would have 
beat you and Berck." Well, that was the truth, so we had a good laugh. Spectacular! 



Thanks to the terrific, good-to-the-core friends and family, my fellow racers, Barron Racing 
LLC, Doug Boles, Tony Parella, SVRA-Eric and Michelle at Indy, and Kathy back at the SVRA offices 
in Texas, and Indianapolis Motor Speedway. 

That trip was life-changing for me in so many ways. My ultimate life dream came true. I now 
know I am good enough to race at Indy. I continue learning to take and make opportunities while 
now being aware this is just the beginning of my dreams coming true, racing and otherwise. 

I have heard since I was a little girl that Indy is the most spectacular racing venue in the 
world. I now realize it is not only the racing but also the culture, the magic, and the belief that 
life can be pretty spectacular!  
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